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CARLETON'S CALIFORNIA COLUMN:
A CHAPTER IN NEW MEXICO'S MINING HISTORY
DARLIS A. MILLER

THE epic struggle between North and South has generated hundreds of historical monographs, but only a small portion of them
describe the war's impact on western territories. Still, New Mexico's Civil War history is relatively well documented, and a
number of writers have recorded the military services performed
by the California Column-those soldiers who traveled to New
Mexico from California at the outbreak of the rebellion. Since
many of the Column remained in New Mexico when their enlistments ended, they frequently have been praised, either as individuals or as a group, for their contributions to th~ development of
the territory.l
Despite this recognition, the vast majority of California soldiers
who settled in New Mexico have remained unideptified, and no
historian has attempted to assess their impact on the territory's
history. The veterans who remained in New Mexico were ordinary, hard-working Americans seeking a stake in a new envir~n
ment. Not surprisingly, scores of California veterans resumed
former occupations as prospectors and miners and scoured New
Mexico's hills for traces of precious metals. What is surprising,
however, is that ex-California volunteers, usually working with
partners, were responsible for the initial discovery of precious
minerals in at least five major mining districts in post-Civil War
New Mexico and, in addition, .staked claims in practically all
areas where mining was attempted between 1865 and 1885.
A total of some 2,350 men comprised the California Column
which marched east across the Arizona desert in 1862 under command of Colonel James H. Carleton. Their mission was to help
0028·6206/78/0 I 00-0005$03.40/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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Union regulars expel rebels from New Mexico, but before this
force reached the Rio Grande, the Confederates had been driven
from the territory. Consequently, the California men spent most of
their enlistments guarding against a possible Confederate reinvasion of the Southwest and fighting hostile Indians. 2
By comparing census returns with military records and searching newspaper and territorial archives, it has been possible to
identify 313 California veterans who remained in New Mexico
following their discharge. These men had arrived in the territory
as an identifiable group and retained their identity as "Column
men" or "California boys" for the rest of their lives. Nonetheless,
the men who marched with Carleton were a diverse lot, and it is
appropriate to present an overview of the Calfornia men themselves before outlining their contributions to mining in territorial
New Mexico.
Military records indicate that the men ranged in age from eighteen to forty-five and practiced a variety of occupations prior to
enlistment. While the men most frequently listed their occupations
as "farmer" or "miner," other California enlistees classified
themselves as laborers, mechanics, carpenters, cooks, teamsters,
saddlers, merchants, and a printer. 3 A number of men who settled
in land-locked New Mexico after the war had earlier careers sailing the seas. John Ayers and David N. Catanach, both of whom became well-known public figures in New Mexico, each went to sea
at age thirteen, the former spending nine and the latter three years
before the mast. Samuel Creevey, a navy man who later settled in
Socorro County, was wounded in a fight with Chinese pirates in
1851; a decade later his ship docked at San Francisco in time for
him to enlist in Company G, First California Infantry.4
California volunteers came from virtually every state in the
Union and every European nation. Distant Maine contributed at
least nine future New Mexico residents, while the states of New
York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania together accounted for over
seventy-five future New Mexicans. The New Yorkers were a
resourceful and versatile group and included Carleton's Assistant
Adjutant General Benjamin C. Cutler, Indian agent and miner
John Ayers of Santa Fe, hotel owner Chauncey N. Story of Elizabethtown, surveyor William McMullen of Santa Fe, Mesilla
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saloon keeper Bernard McCall, rancher John D. Slocum of Dona
Ana County, the "King of the Jornada" John Martin, lawyer Albert J. Fountain of Mesilla, and businessman-politician Joseph F.
Bennett of Silver City.5
Large numbers of men native to the southern states enrolled in
the Union army, and among California veterans who settled in
New Mexico were eight Kentuckians, five Virginians, and a smattering of men from the states of Maryland, North and South Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and Tennessee. England,
Ireland, and Germany accounted for over twenty-five veterans
who remained in New Mexico, while Holland contributed Grant
County pioneer Linklain Butin, and Poland contributed Lyon
Phillipouski of Lincoln County. Westy Peterson of Norway
marched to New Mexico as a private and stayed to prospect in
Kingston and Hillsboro, while Samuel Zimmerly of Switzerland .
arrived a corporal and subsequently became owner of a flour and
grist mill in the town of Socorro. 6
A prominent characteristic shared by California volunteers was
physical mobility. For some men, migration to the California gold
fields was the second or third major relocation of their young
lives. Their subsequent removal to New Mexico merely continued
this pattern of mobility. Several future New Mexicans had turned
from ~ining in California to more lucrative pursuits. Barney W.
Connelly became a manufacturer and merchant of shoes· at
Nevada City, California, while John D. Barncastle labored two
years as a clerk at a Grass Valley store and one year as a clerk at
Marysville. 7 William L. Rynerson, one of the leading southern
New Mexico politicians in the 1870s and 1880s migrated to California in 1852 and spent one year prospecting throughout the
state. He subsequently studied law, became a captain in the state
militia, and served as deputy clerk of Amador County.s
Many of these young Californians had formed acquaintances
prior to the war and then become comrades in the march overland
to New Mexico. Still it is not surprising that vast numbers who
journeyed. to New Mexico with the California Column had been
strangers before their enlistments. When applying for a military
pension years later, Barncastle could recall no one who knew anything about him during the time that he had clerked in Marysville
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and Grass Valley. His own words succinctly describe the isolation
that he experienced in the California gold fields. Referring to
Marysville, Barncastle recalled that "in early times there you
hardly knew a man's name. It was a floating population. . . . It
was a mining camp."9
The vast majority of California volunteers had no previous military experience, although some who later became residents of New
Mexico were also veterans of the Mexican War. All became seasoned troopers in the long march to New Mexico, and most who
remained in New Mexico after the war had personally experienced
the fatigue and danger associated with Carleton's Indian campaigns. Several continued prospecting and hunting for precious
minerals while serving in the volunteers. While marching overland from California, one soldier-correspondent wrote that the
entire route to Tucson had been prospected by the volunteers. He
and his comrades spent two to three feverish hours prospecting
with tin pans and buckets while encamped at Canada del Oro
tw~nty-eight miles north from Tucson. Everyone found traces of
gold and concluded that rich diggings could be located. lo Later,
California soldiers who had worked in the placer and quartz
mines in California were stationed at Pinos Altos where they
resumed their quest for gold. In addition, California volunteers
who were sent in mid-1863 to escort Surveyor General John A.
Clark to new gold mines opened in the San Francisco Mountains
northwest of Tucson were ordered to prospect for gold once they
reached the diggings so that Carleton could evaluate their worth. I I
At the end of three-year enlistments, California volunteers serving under Carleton were mustered out in New Mexico rather than
being returned to California for final discharge. Over 300 took up
resid.ence in New Mexico 'at the end of the war, and had this total
been present in the territory in 1870, former California soldiers
would have composed about seven percent of the Anglo-American
population, estimated for that year at about 4,500 men, women,
and children. Through death and migration out of the territory,
however, only 195 of the veterans are listed in the 1870 census,
comprising about four percent of the Anglo population. 12
California veterans who remained in New Mexico at the end of
the war scattered throughout the territory searching for economic
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opportunities in well-established frontier towns, isolated ranching
districts, and raw mining camps. Well over half the one hundred
ninety-five ·California veterans whose names appear in the 1870
census resided in four southern New Mexico counties when that
census was taken. The county having the largest number of
California veterans in 1870 was Grant, the leading mineral region
occupying the southwest corner of the territory. Forty-four
veterans lived in that county, while twenty-three resided in Lincoln, twenty-three in Dona Ana, and seventeen in Socorro counties. Colfax County, an important mining and ranching region
located in the northeast corner of .the territory, had the second
largest population of California soldiers. Twenty-six former
volunteers lived there in 1870 while sixty-two were dispersed
among the remaining northern counties.l"J
Collectively, these men had arrived in New Mexico with a wide
assortment of talents; individually, they differed radically in terms
of educational background and ability to amass riches. At least'
one, William L. Rynerson had studied at a university, but several
were at least partially illiterate, signing official do'cuments with
their mark-X-rather than with their signature. 14
The economic worth of California soldiers at the time that they
enrolled in the service is. not known, although the editor of the
Santa Fe Daily New Mexican believed that most were practically
penniless at the time of their discharge. Lewis Clark, for example,
began his civilian life with" almost nothing" but established a dry
goods store in. the small town of J>laza Alcalde in San Miguel
County after his discharge. He estimated the value of his personal
property and real estate in 1870 as $9,000 and his establishment
was described as one of the best stocked stores in the territory. 15
Less than half the California veterans whose names appear in the
1870 census reported their net worth to the census taker. Figures
ranged from a low of $50 declared by Henry.Ostrander, a farmer
in northern Mora County, to $65,000 by William V. B. Wardwell,
sutler at Fort Craig. 16
These California soldiers had entered New Mexico in the prime
of life; optimism was high as military careers ended and opportunities beckoned to those who were willing to stay and to grow with
the land. They contributed both labor and money to the economic
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development of New Mexico and participated in all major economic activities in post-bellum society. But the record of the
former soldiers was particularly impressive in the mining industry, for their discoveries led to the establishment of five new
and important mining districts: Elizabethtown, Silver City, Hillsboro, Magdalena, and White Oaks.
One of the most spectacular gold rushes in the territory's history
occurred in the Moreno Valley country of northern New Mexico
shortly after the close of the war. Gold was discovered on Willow
Creek in October 1866 by Peter' W. Kinsinger and his two partners, Larry Bronson and a man named Kelley. Kinsinger had
worked as a miner in California before the war and having
marched overland with the· California Column had continued
seeking his fortune in New Mexico's rugged mountains. While stationed at Fort Craig in 1863, Private Kinsinger discovered silver
ore at Pueblo Springs about five miles north of Magdalena in
Socorro County. 17
Kinsinger mustered out of the service at Fort Union in November 1864, and two years later, after having discovered gold on
Willow Creek, he and his two partners returned to Fort Union to
spend the winter. Although they agreed to say nothing about their
strike, news of their discovery became common knowledge during
the long winter months, and as spring approached, swarms of
miners descended upon Willow Creek to initiate one of the nation's most colorful gold rushes.J8
The population of the gold region quickly mushroomed, and
California miners, who had crossed the desert with Carleton, contributed both to the organization and to the exploitation of the
region.
Peter Kinsinger joined Tom Lowthian and Colonel Edward J.
Bergman, a former officer in the New Mexico volunteers, to work
the famed Spanish Bar on the banks of the Moreno River. Kinsinger and his brother Joseph, who also had marched under
Carleton's command, became incorporators with Nicholas S.
Davis and Lucien B. Maxwell in the Copper Mining Company,
organized to exploit copper deposits on Baldy Mountain and to
work placer claims on Cimarron Creek. 19
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By mid-May 1867 miners in Moreno Valley had adopted a constitution and bylaws for the gold region, which they named
Cimarron Mining District. During the summer George Buck, who
was a former private in the California volunteers, along with John
Moore and other miners organized a town which they named after
Moore's daughter-Elizabethtown. It was soon a prosperous mining center and in 1868 boasted a population of over 2,000 people,
fifty or sixty houses, several stores, two restaurants, two saloons, a
drug store, a billiard table, a barber shop, and gambling houses. 20
One of the most colorful saloon keepers in the history of
Elizabethtown was Joseph W. Stinson who arrived in the territory
in 1862 as a private with the California Column. After his
discharge he joined the rush to Elizabethtown where he apparently assumed that he could acquire more gold by selling whiskey
and beer to miners than by digging and panning for the mineral
himself. Brawls and shootings were not uncommon occurrences in
western saloons, and Stinson's establishment witnessed its share of
violence. It was there that Stinson shot and killed the notorious
Wall Henderson on October 26, 1871 after the latter threatened to
burn down the premises. 21
The major problem facing mil1ers at the Moreno placer fields,
however, was not violence but the scarcity of water. A solution to
the water problem was offered by Captain Nicholas S. Davis, an
engineer and former officer in the California volunteers. He proposed constructing a ditch to tap water from Red River, eleven
miles west of Elizabethtown, for use by miners in Moreno Valley.
Completed in July 1869 under supervision of Captain Davis, the
"Big Ditch" consisted of a system o(canals and flumes that circled
hills and bridged ravines, extending 'over forty-one miles in length.
The ditch has been called "one of the most remarkable engineering feats in the West," but it failed to provide the volume of water
anticipated by its backers because of leaks and breaks. 22
By the mid-seventies, the boom at Baldy Mountain had ended
and Elizabethtown was virtually deserted. A few hearty soulsPete Kinsinger among them-continued to search for that elusive
bonanza which remained hidden from most mortals. Kinsinger
had married an Ohio girl-Elmira Balis-in 1868, and each of
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their five children was born in a mining camp, either at
Elizabethtown or Ute Creek. Occasionally Pete's name appeared
in newspaper articles describing mining activities, but for the
most part he lived his life with slight official recognition. This exsoldier and original discoverer of gold at Elizabethtown died of
pneumonia in April 1884 in the booming silver camp of Kingston
in southern New Mexico. 23
One of the most productive mineral regions to be prospected by
California veterans was the Pinos Altos-Silver City area situated
in the hills and mountains of southwestern New Mexico. Gold had
been discovered at Pinos Altos in 1860, but Apaches forced most
of the miners to abandon the area in succeeding years, despite
Carleton's Indian campaigns. A few brave men found their way to
Pinos Altos in 1865, including Albert H. French, who had mustered out of the California volunteers the preceding year. Together
with four partners, he located three copper mines in the vicinity of
the famous Santa Rita and Hanover mines and four gold claims,
including the Santa Juliana, near the town of Pinos Altos. French
and his partners organized the Bay State Pinos Altos Mining Company to develop their claims and diplomatically deeded two hundred shares of the company to Carleton for the nominal sum of
one dollar. 24
In 1866 hordes of miners descended upon Pinos Altos, and a second gold rush to the region was underway. Soldiers who had been
stationed at military posts in southern New Mexico were among
those who rushed to the scene. Five months before their enlistments expired, Captains John D. Slocum and Charles P. Nichols of
the California volunteers joined former comrade Robert V.
Newsham and two other men in locating a claim one-half mile
north of Pinos Altos. On the same date and in the same locality
First Lieutenant John K. Houston together with Nichols, Newsham, and two other men staked a claim on Turkey Creek Lode.
Indeed, California soldiers ranging in rank from private to
lieutenant-colonel located several claims in the district before
severing their connections with the military. 25
Pinos Altos quickly became a mining camp of sizeable proportions. Carleton, who visited the mines in June 1867, estimated that
eight hundred to one thousand miners inhabited the camp, while
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the following year the Santa Fe New Mexican reported that over
six hundred gold-bearing quartz lodes had been discovered within
six miles of Pinos Altos, a town that now sported eight good stores
to handle miners' needs. 26
Large numbers of former California soldiers searched surrounding hills and gulches for traces of valuable minerals, and at least
twenty-seven acquired mining property in the Pinos Altos district,
several holding more than one claim. William L. Rynerson was
owner or co-owner of at least nine Pinos Altos mines, including the
Amberg located October 15, 1866. The company organized to
develop the mine consisted of leading civil and military officers in
the territory: Chief Justice John P. Slough, Governor Robert B.
Mitchell, Colonel Herbert M. Enos, General James H. Carleton,
and Lieutenant-Colonel- William L. Rynerson.27 During summer
1867, Rynerson brought a quartz mill from California to operate
at Pinos Altos and subsequently sold one-fifth interest in the mill to
Carleton for $3,000. 28 While commander of the District of New
Mexico, the general had acquired ext,ensive mining property, particularly in the territory's southern mountains. Before leaving
New Mexico in 1867, Carleton appointed Lieutenant-Colonel
David L. Huntington, who was assistant surgeon at Fort Bayard,
as his attorney to oversee his mining interests. Huntington received one-fourth of Carleton's mineral claims in return for his
services. 29
Many California soldiers who staked claims near Pinos Altos
subsequently became leading political and social leaders in
southern New Mexico. Rynerson, for example, served three terms
in the territorial legislature, while Richard Hudson, who located
at least four mines in the district, became Grant County's first
sheriff. James Crittenden, who held joint interest with Hudson in
the Humboldt and John Billings mines, served three years as
sheriff following Hudson, and John K. Houston, who was part
owner of the Independence, the Alpha, and the Omega mines, was
G rant County's first probate judge. 30
Placer and lode mining prospered at Pinos Altos well into the
seventies, but the opening of new mining camps drew miners
away and the camp declined from its earlier brilliance. In 1877
the population of Pinos Altos had declined to one hundred, of
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whom it was estimated eighteen were "American."3! Typical of
the miners who drifted from one mining camp to another was
Barney W. Connelly, who mined in Pinos Altos in 1872 with his
younger brother Patrick. Together the two men had enlisted in the
California volunteers at Nevada City, California in 1861, serving
in the same unit while stationed in New Mexico. From pension
records, Barney's movements can be traced in some detail. Mustered out of the service at Fort Craig in August 1864, Barney Connelly moved to Mesilla where he kept a hotel called the Fonda
House until he reenlisted in January 1865. After his discharge the
following year, he resided at Fort Union where he had charge of
the saddler's shop. He subsequently moved to Colorado, living at
Georgetown, Blackhawk,. and other mining camps, staying at
each place but a short time. 32
Barney returned to New Mexico in 1868 and resided in mining
camps in the southwestern part of the territory until 1872. During
this time he and Patrick ran a shoe shop in Silver City and acquired mining properties in Silver Flat, Lone Mountain, Virginia,
and Pinos Altos mining districts. 33 From New Mexico, Barney
drifted to San Francisco and then to Arizona, where he resided for
several years in Pinal County with his brother. In 1877 the New
Mexico. press reported that Barney Connelly had made a rich
strike in Arizona, his ore assaying about $5,000 per ton. Two
years after this alleged bonanza, the forty-seven year old miner
married Mary A. Shannon, nineteen years his junior, at San Jose,
California. In subsequent years, Barney returned to Arizona apparently to continue mining operations with his brother Patrick,
but on January 6, 1889, Patrick was killed in the Silver King Mine·
in Pinal County, leaving his brother to mourn at his graveside. 34
From documents in the pension files of the two Connelly
brothers, it is not apparent that either became wealthy from their
mining enterprises. Nor did their reputations receive favorable
comment from agents investigating their applications for pensions. One investigator reported a year prior to Patrick's death
that the latter was "almost an imbecile from the effects of drink"
and that among the miners Barney was "considered a moderate
drinker-among respectable people, a common drunkard." On
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September 6, 1889 Barney W. Coitnelly died in San Francisco
eight months to the day after the death of" his brother. Thus the
Connelly brothers passed unheralded from the scene, two immigrants from Ireland who had struggled to find fortunes among
barren and dusty hills in the American Southwest. 35
Others who came west with Carleton fared better than the Conn~llys, especially after 1870 when silver was discovered in the
Pyramid Mountains south of modern Lordsburg. Veterans of the
California Column as well as other miners rushed to the site to
stake out claims and to build the town of Ralston. One hundred
seventy-five miners located claims in the Virginia district which
centered on Ralston in 1870. In this and subsequent years, at least
twenty-three California veterans acquired mining property in the
district, including Sidney R. DeLong, pioneer Arizona newspaper
editor and one of six Anglo participants in the infamous Camp
Grant Massacre. 36 Among New Mexico's most prominent pioneers
who resided at Ralston in 1870 was John S. Crouch, frontier
lawyer, newspaper editor, politician, mine speculator, and former
officer in the California volunteers.
The chief significance of the Ralston strike was that it led to the
discovery of silver in San Vicente Valley where Silver City
~lossomed as a roaring mining camp later in 1870. In the spring of
that year, John and James Bullard, California veteran Richard
Yeamans, Henry M. Fuson, John Swisshelm, Elijah Weeks, Joseph
T. Yankie, and probably Andrew J. Hurlbert left their farms in
San Vicente Valley to join the silver rush to Ralston. Upon examining ore at Ralston, John Bullard reportedly remarked, "Well if that
is silver ore, I know where there is lots of it."37
The men returned to San Vicente Valley, picked up samples of
ore from a hill west of their farms, and had the samples assayed at
Pinos Altos. The ore was sufficiently promising to lead to a
stampede once news of the strike spread to surrounding mining
camps. The eight partners organized the Silver Flat Mining Company and staked the first three claims in the district on May 27,
1870, including the famous Leg~l Tender Mine. 38 Miners from the
entire adjacent country poured into San Vicente Valley so maddened by the silver craze that candles were used so that prospect-
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ing could continue in the dead of night. Eventually two districts
emerged, Silver Flat and the far richer Chloride Flat, which
became the first major silver producing district in the territory. 39
At least eighteen California veterans located or purchased mines
in the Silver Flat District, several of whom were among the first to
locate in the district. The most famous of the Silver Flat mines was
the Legal Tender. Richard Yeamans, the former private in the
California volunteers who had helped initiate the stampede to San
Vicente Valley, sold ten feet in that mine in August 1870 to Robert
V. Newsham for one hundred dollars and subsequently published
a notice in the Borderer that he would sell his one-eighth interest
in the mine for two thousand dollars. Whether Yeamans truly enjoyed the fruits of his labor is unknown, however; he was brutally
beaten to death in 1875. Shortly after his death his estate showed
.
assets of less than two hundred dollars. 40
. The first discoveries in Chloride Flat District were made in
September 1870, and among individuals acquiring mining property in this district were no less than twelve former California
volunteers, a number of whom came to own some of the principal
mines in the area. Joseph F. Bennett became part owner of the
valuable Providencia Mine in 1872; in the following year it was
reported that ore from Providencia paid over one hundred dollars
a ton. 41
Among the most publicized mines in Chloride District was the
Dt:xter Mine, purchased in 1872 for $5,200 by two former officers
of the California volunteers, George W. Arnold and Sidney M.
Webb, and their partner Frank M. Wilburn. During one week in
June the threesome extracted five and one half tons of ore from the
mine, yielding $532. But the Dexter was forced to shut down in
August due to a controversy over ownership. A lawsuit hovered
over the mine for more than a year, initiated by Martin W.
Bremen, owner of the neighboring Seneca.Mine, who claimed title
to the Dexter property. The stable of attorneys employed in the
case included two former. California officers, William L. Rynerson
for the plaintiff (Bremen) and James A. Zabriskie for the defendants. During the litigation, Wilburn and Webb transferred their
shares in the Dexter and other mines to Arnold for $2,000 and
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$3,000 respectively, although Webb continued to be associated
with the mine's management. 42
The impasse was partially resolved in November when Judge
Warren Bristol threw out Bremen's claim to the entire mine,
limiting the area in dispute to a small strip of land lying between
the two mines. This allowed Arnold to resume work on the mine,
and by the end of the year they were again extracting large quantities of rich ore. In the spring of 1873 the disputants agreed to
new boundaries separating their properties, and the case was
eventually dropped from the court docket. Although the press continued to eulogize the richness of the Dexter, Arnold apparently
was finished with mining; on July 1, 1873 he sold the mine for
$4,000 to Cornelius Bennett, brother of the owner of the Providencia mine. 43
Arnold and Webb spent the next several years in the vicinity of
Silver City, their wanderings and activities occasionally being
described in the local press. In 1876 Arnold grew .vegetables at his
farm on the banks of the Gila River which he delivered in Silver
City to his friend Webb, who had opened a vegetable store on
Broadway Street. The two men subsequently moved to Globe,
Arizona, where Webb opened a commercial establishment.
Violent death was close at hand, however, and the two partners
who had labored so hard to extract wealth from the hills of
Chloride Flat met similar fates across the border in the dry barren
deserts of Chihuahua. On May 14, 1878, George W. Arnold was
shot to death while on a trip south of the border to purchase cattle.
Six months later, the Grant County Herald reported that Sidney
M. Webb and his entire family were murdered while traveling in
Chihuahua. 44
A frustrating problem faced by the first locators in Silver City
was lack of equipment to reduce ore extracted from the mines. The
first bullion produced at Chloride Flat was smelted in crude adobe
furnaces constructed in the spring of 1871, but three years later
there were six mills and four furnaces in camp, including the Tennessee Mill, owned in part by Richard Hudson and said 'to be the
largest and most complete mill in New Mexico. Two of the mills,
however, the old Rynerson, which had been transported from
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Pinos Altos to Silver City, and the Cibola Reduction Works, had
been out of commission for some time. 45
The Cibola Reduction Works had been plagued with problems
since the fall of 1872 when it was under construction. The company defaulted on its indebtedness, its machinery was attached by
the courts, and all work stopped on the mill, casting "a gioom over
the buoyant spirit" of the mining camp.46 To bolster the company,
Joseph F. Bennett and his two partners, Cornelius Bennett and
Henry Lesinsky, doing business under the name of Bennett Brothers and Company in Silver City, advanced the Cibola Reduction
Works $5,000 in October 1872 and $4,000 the following March,
taking a mortgage on the property in return. When the Cibola
Reduction Works again defaulted, Bennett Brothers and Company
instituted a suit in the courts, and in October 1873 the Cibola
Reduction Works was sold at public auction to meet its indebtedness. The highest bidder was Bennett Brothers and Company who purchased the mill for a mere $3,000. 47
. The company consisting of the two brothers and Lesinsky was a
powerful commercial enterprise in Silver City during the seventies; not only was it one of the largest mercantile establishments in
town but also it frequently served as a banking house, extending
loans to local miners and other commercial men. In this decade
the company also acquired ownership-at least for a time-to the
Pope Mill, erected in 1874 by Nathaniel Pope, former superintendent of Indian affairs for New Mexico. 48
One of the most illustrious mining camps to emerge in the seventies in southern New Mexico was Hillsboro, located near the south
end of the Black Range Mountains where gold was discovered in
the spring of 1877 by David Stitzel, a former private in the
California volunteers, and his partner Dan Dugan. When news of
the strike filtered through New Mexico's mining community, prospectors rushed to the scene, turning Hillsboro into a thriving town
by the end of the year. The territorial press reported that one hundred men, mostly "American," were at the mines during the first
winter and that miners were confident that they had rich strikes. 49
The North Extension of the King Mine, owned by Stitzel, Joseph
Yankie and Company was considered one of the most productive
in the district; in 1879 it was producing ten tons of ore a day and

The Stephenson-Bennett mine and mill, Organ Mountains, New Mexico, near the turn of the century. Courtesy Rio Grande Historical Collections, New Mexico State University Library.
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employed twenty men, ten working on the day and ten on the
night shift. The EI Dorado Mine, owned by Westy Peterson-a
California veteran-also was considered to have good prospects. 50
David Stitzel made one of New Mexico's most important gold
strikes, yet his personal history has remained in obscurity. Born on
October 25, 1839 in Butler County, Ohio, he had made his way to
California by the outbreak of the Civil War. A dark-haired and
dark-eyed man of medium stature, Stitzel listed his occupation as
"farmer" when he enlisted in the Fifth California Infantry at
Camp Drum in 1862. After three years of service, he was discharged in Las Cruces and spent the next few years as a resident in
the county of Socorro. 51
In November 1868 Stitzel was arrested somewhere beyond the
Gallinas Mountains for distilling whiskey illegally and was later
indicted in the Second Judicial District Court in Albuquerque,
although the case was ultimately dismissed. 52 From Socorro he
drifted to Lincoln County and then to Grant County, where he
engaged in mining and farming. In 1872 he and John E. Coleman
discovered gold placers in Santo Domingo Gulch, about two and a
half miles from Silver City on the Fort Bayard road. Water to
work the gold was so scarce that it had to be drawn from a well or
hauled to the gulch in barrels and consequently the region never
developed into a bonanza. The following year Stitzel located the
Mexican and Red Top mines in the Mimbres District and also sold
to Coleman his half-interest to the ranch which the two had jointly
owned. 53
Stitzel subsequently settled on 160 acres of land which he
claimed as a homestead in September 1873 near the town of San
Lorenzo in Grant County, receiving final confirmation to its title
in 1879. For the next several years he lived on his homestead with
his Hispanic wife Juana and a ten-year old adopted son Pablo
Martinez. His farm was valued in 1880 at $2,000 and his
livestock, consisting of one horse, six oxen, and three swine, at
$150. The value of all farm products produced during the
preceding year on Stitzel's farm was estimated at $1,425. 54
Based on the scant available documentation, it does not appear
that David Stitzel grew wealthy from his celebrated gold strike in
1877. Nor did he manage to live a quiet and peaceful life on his
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homestead. In 1884 he shot and killed Charles Ramm, a former
tenant on the Stitzel homestead, in an argument over ownership of
a plow. Stitzel was tried before a jury of his peers, found guilty of
murder in the fifth degree, and sentenced to eighteen months confinement in the new territorial prison. The presiding judge admonished Stitzel that he was lucky to get off so lightly as
testimony showed that the killing had been unjustified despite his
plea of self defense. There is no record that the old soldier served
his sentence, but it is known that he lived the last thirty years of his
life in Sierra County. His wife died at Hillsboro in 1902, and
twelve years later, at the age of seventy-five, he married Margarita
Martinez but died himself at Hillsboro on June 8, 1914, four
months after the wedding ceremony. 55
.
The Las Animas Mining District which Stitzel helped found
witnessed a fantastic period of expansion during the eighties and
nineties, producing in a twenty year period .an estimated
$6,750,000 in bullion. The population of Hillsboro rapidly expanded and by 1884 the town sported five stores, a good hotel, a
lumber yard, a soda water factory, two saloons, one restaurant,
two butcher shops, two blacksmiths, a drug store, and a livery
stable. 56 Among its leading citizens was George O. Perrault, an exCalifornia trooper of Canadian birth, who engaged in mining and
retailing and was part owner of a saloon. This gentleman located
mines with tremendous energy; in a three month period he sta15ed
twenty-two claims in the mining districts surrounding Hillsboro,
including one in the appropriately named Fraud Gulch, one and
one-half miles southeast of Animas Peak. He immediately sold
eighteen of these claims for $1,000 to a capitalist from Greenfield,
Massachusetts, and in the same year, 1881, Perrault and two partners sold a half interest in two mines in the Lake Valley District for
$600 to an investor from Washington, D.C.57 A handful of other
California veterans labored in the Hillsboro region, men like Jacob
Laycock, Richard M. Johnson, Westy Peterson, and Charles
Brakebill who left few written records and consequently have
failed to stir imaginations of writers of history.
Seemingly no ravine, gulch, nor mountain slope in southern
New Mexico escaped scrutiny from miners struck with gold fever
at the close of the war. One of the least productive mineral
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districts proved to be the San Andres Mountains in Dona Ana
County, where, in the fall of 1866, at least eight California
veterans, as well as General Carleton, joined other prospectors in
locating gold and silver claims thirty-five miles northeast of the
town of Dona Ana. 58
The real center for mining activity in Dona Ana County was the
Organ Mountains, seventeen miles east from Las Cruces, where in
the 1850s Hugh Stephenson of EI Paso worked the famed Stephenson Mine, which became the most productive mine in the region.
The history of this mine, though tangled and complex, touched the
lives of several men from the California Column and will therefore
be examined, even though the definitive history of the Stephenson
Mine has yet to be written.
Hugh Stephenson acquired part interest in the mine in 1848 or
1849 and worked the claim for ten years smelting ore in an adobe
furnace located near Fort Fillmore south of Las Cruces. Originally known as the Santo Domingo de la Calzada, the mine had
several owners during the fifties, including Ram6n Duran, Jose
Perez, Alejo Carrasco, Louis Flotte, and Hugh· Stephenson. 59 In
1858 Stephenson sold his three-fourths interest in the mine to
Josiah F. Crosby of EI Paso and John T. Sprague of the United
States Army and commander at Fort Fillmore for $8,000. The two
men subsequently deeded their three-fourths interest in the min,e
to Chauncey Bush of New York City. The remaining one-fourth
interest, owned by Welcome B. Sayles of Providence, Rhode
Island, was also transferred to Bush, who, in August 1859, deeded
the Santo Domingo de la Calzada Mine to the Stephenson Silver
Mining Company, organized to develop the "richest mine" in the
Organ Mountains. 60
Dur~ng the War of the Rebellion, two officers in the California
Column, Colonel George W. Bowie and Captain Charles A~ Smith,
and EI Paso politician William W. Mills gained legal possession of
the Stephenson Mine through the courts, charging that it had been
abandoned by its owners. Several California soldiers, in fact,
believed that the Organ Mountains contained vast deposits of
untapped mineral wealth. In August 1864 Captain William
McCleave and Surgeon William H. McKee, both officers in the
California volunteers, joined Bowie, Smith, Mills, and
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Nepomuceno Carrasco in organizing the Carrasco Mining Company to work three mines located in the Organs-the Dolores, the
Santa Susana, and the Santo Domingo de la Calzada. McKee was
chosen director of the company while Carrasco was appointed
superintendent. By November fifteen men were working under
Carrasco's direction in the Calzada mine. 61 In 1864 the Carrasco
Mining Company purchased several claims that had been staked
on the Calzada and Dolores lodes in earlier months, including
those owned by three former California soldiers, Albert H.
French, who became a member and shareholder in the company,
Benjamin F. Harrover, and Joseph F. Bennett. 62
For several years the Stephenson Silver Mining Company and
the Carrasco Mining Company were engaged in litigation concerning ownership to the old Stephenson Mine, but in November
1872 the Las Cruces Borderer announced that the two companies
had consolidated and would soon begin active mining. Possibly as
a result of this consolidation, the San Augustin Mining Company
received a patent from the Interior Department to the Stephenson
Mine on May 15, 1874 but for several years the company failed to
develop the mine. Occasionally the press announced that work on
the mine was about to begin, but it remained idle as late as 1882,
apparently because of disagreements among stockholders. 63
Despite inactivity at the Stephenson Mine, the Organ Mountains
continued to excite imaginations of residents living in the southern
portion of the territory. At least a dozen California veterans staked
claims in the Organs in the two decades following their discharge
from the army, including William L. Rynerson and Joseph F. Bennett, who located or became associated with mines that developed
into valuable mining properties. Among the more famous mines in
the Organ Mountains was the Modoc, situated on the western
slope about five miles south of the Stephenson and on the same
mother lode as the Stephenson. It was located December 16, 1879
by John H. Rynerson, brother of William L. Rynerson who on the
same date staked the Backbone Mine adjoining the Modoc. The
two brothers and Nestor Armijo subsequently located The Great
Republic Mine which also adjoined the Modoc. Additional mines
staked by the Rynerson brothers included the Little Giant, the
Valley Rose, and the Lebanon. In 1882 the two brothers and John
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Miners in the Organ Mountains sometime around the turn of the century. Courtesy Rio Grande Historical
Collections, New Mexico State University Library.
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A. Miller, a former post trader at Fort Bayard, incorporated the
Modoc Mining and Reduction Company to work the Modoc and
nearby mines. Although the Rio Grande Republican predicted a
lucrative future for the Modoc, lack of capital hampered its
development. 64
Joseph F. Bennett located the Bennett Mine in the Organ Mountains on November 16, 1880-a mine which adjoined the Old
Stephenson Mine and which later became part of the famed
Stephenson-Bennett Consolidated Mine. Bennett staked two additional claims adjacent to the Stephenson on the same date, the
Trinity and the Patton mines. He subsequently sold to William O.
Cory of the United States Army one-half interest in the Trinity and
Patton for $500 and one-half interest in the Bennett for $50. Bennett then sold one-fourth' interest in the Trinity, Bennett, and
Patton to John Dougher and William H. Skidmore for $300 and
one-fourth interest in the Bennett to Anne M. Dougher, John's
wife, for $350, thus ending in 1884 his ownership in the Bennett.
Skidmore, who was superintendent of the Organ Mountain Mining Association of Philadelphia, purchased Cory's one-half interest in the Bennett in May 1886 for $200. 65
The Bennett and the Stephenson were valuable mines, and efforts were made in the eighties to combine the two properties.
Controlling interest in the San Augustin Company was held in the
East although in 1884 New Mexicans Joseph F. Bennett, Singleton
Ashenfelter, and Henry Lesinsky held one-third of the company's
stock. Lesser shareholders included Phoebus Freudenthal, William O. Cory, and former California soldier Benjamin E. Davies,
whose ranching property lay east of the Stephenson Mine in the
Organ Mountains. To prevent litigation against the Bennett Mine
by creditors and to enhance the value of each, the two famous
mines were eventually combined as the Stephenson-Bennett Consolidated Mine. The president of the new company in 1891 was
William T. Thornton, future governor of New Mexico, and its
secretary was former California officer Albert J. Fountain. 66
One of the earliest discoveries of silver ore in New Mexico was
made by the ubiquitous Peter W. Kinsinger at Pueblo Springs in
Socorro County in 1863. Numerous prospectors worked that area
in the later sixties, including a number of Kinsinger's former com-
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rades, George F. Brown, Hugh D. Bullard, Emerson L. Smart, and
John J. Shellhorn. It was George F. Brown who located the famed
Ace of Spades Mine in this district in 1868. 67
Kinsinger's discovery at Pueblo Springs ultimately led to
establishment of the Magdalena District near the north end of the
Magdalena range of mountains twenty-six miles west of Socorro.
Colonel J. S. Hutchason had traveled to the Pueblo Springs region
in 1866 seeking the source of Kinsinger's silver ore. railing to
locate it, he turned toward the Magdalena Mountains where he
discovered rich lead ore. 68 Other prospectors soon swarmed to the
area and initially were interested in gold and silver to the exclusion of lead. By mid-1868 several former soldiers in the California
Column were staking claims on the western slope of the Magdalena Mountains. George F. Brown and Hugh D. Bullard joined six
other men, one of whom was Stephen B. Elkins, in locating 1500
feet of silver ore on the President Juarez Lode, while William V. B.
Wardwell, David T. Harshaw, and five others located a silver
claim on the Buena Vista Lode in the same locality.69
The early seventies witnessed increased activity in the Magdalena Mountains, and the Albuquerque Republican Review boasted
that Socorro's mines were the richest in New Mexico. Listed
among the leading mines in this region were several located by
California veterans: Powell Bingham's Poney and Alpine mines,
Henry S. Hays' Grand Tower, and Lewis F. Sanbum's Succor. By
December 1874 a mixed population of some two hundred-fifty
Anglos and Hispanos had settled at Magdalena and by the following year the ,camp sported numerous primitive houses, two stores,
two saloons, one hotel, several boarding houses, and two or three
fandango halls. 70
The true bonanza period of the Magdalena mines, however,
came in the 1880s with arrival of the railroad and the increased
flow of eastern capital. Prior to 1900 the Magdalena District was
one of the most productive mineral regions in the territory, and it
was sturdy miners like the ex-soldiers from California who had
paved the way for this brilliant development. 71
Contemporary with discoveries made in the Magdalena District
was the discovery of gold in Water Canyon on the northeast slope
of the Magdalena Mountains sixteen miles west of Socorro. Miners

28

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW LIn:l 1978

were at work in Canon de Agua as early as January 1867, but a
California veteran, Patrick Higgins, is credited with establishing
the first mineral claims there in 1868. 72 The following year Higgins and a partner located preemption claims of 320 acres on the
west side of Magdalena Mountains, two miles from Ojo Arreta
where they had land under cultivation. Other miners continued to
work in Water Canyon for several years but with relatively little
success. 73
In the early seventies Emerson L. Smart and others first prospected the Cat Mountain District located twelve miles southwest
of Magdalena. Although they failed to uncover significant leads,
Smart continued prospecting in the region and staked at least five
new claims in the early eighties. The district was never a major
producer of mineral wealth but it was actively mined into the
twentieth century.14
Far to the west of Socorro, James c. Cooney, a soldier stationed
at Fort Bayard, discovered silver in the Mogollon Mountains in
1875. Hostile Apaches prevented miners from working the area effectively, and during a raid on the district in 1880 Cooney was
.killed by Victorio and his warriors. The area's spectacular
development dates from the mid-eighties after the Apaches had
been driven from the region. 75 Still, at least two California
veterans, William L. Rynerson and Robert V. Newsham, staked
claims in Cooney District prior to the quieting of the Indian frontier. On July 5, 1878 Rynerson located-with James C. Cooney
serving as witness-the North Extension Number 3 Copper Queen
Mine seven miles from the San Francisco River on the northwestern slope of Mogollon Mountains. The following year Newsham located his Vault Mine in the same general area, and three
months prior to Cooney's death Newsham located the Alta Mine. 76
California veterans searched for gold and silver throughout
most of the territory, including the mountains and ravines in
present-day Lincoln County. East of Sierra Blanca a few miles
west of the village of Nogal, placer gold was found in Dry Gulch in
1865. Prospectors swarmed over the area, and in 1868 William
Gill, a California veteran, made the first discovery of gold quartz
in the Nogal District. Although the region produced only small
amounts of gold, Gill sold his famed American Mine and two
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other claims in 1885 to Dr. W. G. Hunter of Kentucky for
$25,000. 77
North of Nogal District in the Jicarilla Mountains, placer gold
was worked intermittently during the sixties. Ranchers and prospectors judged the placers to be extensive and rich, but scarcity of
water hindered development. In winter months snow was melted
to sluice the gold. 78
During the seventies attempts were made to sink wells in the
Jicarilla District, but the problem of sufficient water remained unsolved. Colonel Emil Fritz, a California veteran and one of Lincoln County's most illustrious pioneers, located several claims in
the district, and with his partner, Lawrence G. Murphy, backed a
major effort to sink artesian wells. 79 About· three hundred
"American" and forty "Mexican" miners were at work in the
Jicarilla District in 1877. Water remained scarce, but small mountain streams and a few wells supplied water for the operation of
several "dry washers." For the most part, however, the Jicarilla
placers remained undeveloped, although territorial boomers remained enthusiastic over their mineral potential. 80
A former saddler in the First California Cavalry, John V.
Winters was a member of the small group of prospectors whose
discovery of gold ore in 1879 led to the establishment of White
Oaks, one of New Mexico's most celebrated mining camps and
center of mining activity in Lincoln County. John E. Wilson and
John V. Winters staked a claim in the fall of that year to 1500 feet
on a gold lode which they named the Homestake, the first quartz
mine to be located in the Jicarilla Mountains. The two partners
shortly thereafter split the claim with Wilson taking the south section and Winters the north. The customary stampede to the new
location soon followed; by April 1880 over two hundred men were
in camp with prospectors arriving daily.81
The two Homestake mines, North and South, generated enormous excitement among developers. Wilson sold the South Homestake to the Homestake Gold Mining Company for $300,000
although he retained stock in the company.82 On December 23,
1879 Jack Winters deeded to Caroline Dolan, the wife of James J.
Dolan of Lincoln County War fame, 350 feet of the North
Homestake, and on the same date Dolan and wife conveyed half of
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their interest to JosephA. LaRue. LaRue and Marcus Brunswick, a
silent partner in the proceedings, then advanced several thousand
dollars to work the mine. Everyone estimated that the North
Homestake was worth millions and in succeeding years it became
the leading producer of gold in the district. With his share of the
proceeds, Winters bought a "wagon load of whisky and made the
whole town drunk."83
Winters died March 21, 1881 at the age of 64 so that it is not
likely that he enjoyed the benefits of his early discovery. Little is
known about his early history, although his service record reveals
that he was born in Little York, Pennsylvania, and was by trade a
shoemaker. In 1870 he resided in Santa Fe County, and his occupation was listed in the census as miner. Seven years later he ran a
ranch two miles north of the Jica rill a mines where he boarded
miners, accepting in return half-interest in their claims rather
than cash. After locating the Homestake Mine, Winters continued
to prospect and opened several other mines in the White Oaks
District. 84
As Winters had died intestate and without a known wife or
relatives living in New Mexico, a notice of his death was published
in the Pennsylvania press since it was thought that he had relatives
living in western Pennsylvania. Several "pretender" brothers,
sisters, and widows subsequently turned up to claim Winters'
estate, but after a lengthy court battle, his legitimate heirs were
granted ownership to the Homestake Mine, which they then sold
for $40,000 to W. G. Hunter, the mining investor. 85
Very few former California soldiers struck it rich in New Mexico's mining districts, but the fantasy of instant wealth kept large
numbers combing isolated mountain valleys and barren hill slopes
for signs of color. Men holding such visions quickly succumbed to
one of the most celebrated mining frauds perpetrated in the
American West-the diamond hoax of 1872.
Two prospectors, Philip Arnold and John Slack, took uncut
diamonds to San Francisco in the early part of that year and let it
be known to interested investors that the diamonds had been
found at some undisclosed site in the West. Word of this discovery
soon leaked to the rest of the world and by fall men with acquisitive instincts diligently were seeking the location of this new
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windfall. Many speculated that th~ diamond fields were in
Arizona; consequently Santa Fe became a staging area for easterners seeking their fortune among the newly discovered gems. 86
New Mexico residents contributed to, and were affected by, the
diamond hysteria which swept the country. Former California
cavalryman John Ayers was given credit by the Santa Fe press as
being the first New Mexican to interest himself in the Arizona
gems and was thereafter called "their discoverer."87 Ayers led a
party to Navajo country in September to investigate the fields at
close hand, returning with what he labeled a true diamond and
reports that Navajo agent and former California volunteer
Thomas V. Kearn had discovered several others larger in size. And
in October Joseph F. Bennett journeyed to the diamond fields,
which were then driving strong-willed investors like him wild with
excitement. It was difficult not to succumb to diamond fever after
hearing such fantastic stories as the one told by an old regular
army man, Michael Cronin, who reported that some sixteen years
earlier "Navajo diamonds were then so numerous and cheap with
the men of the old rifle regiment, tha~, a canteen of sutler's
whiskey could at any time command a haversack full. "88
In November, however, Clarence King, director of the Fortieth
P~rallel Survey, revealed that the diamond field, which he located
in northwestern Colorado close to the Wyoming border, was a
gigantic fraud. The New Mexico press carried articles exposing
the hoax, but such reports failed to dampen the enthusiasm of all
fortune seekers, including Thomas V. Kearn who continued to profess that precious gems could be found near Fort Defiance. 89
Hundreds of Anglo and Hispanic men combed New Mexico's
hills and mountains after the close of the Civil War seeking easy
wealth and fortune. Americans everywhere were intent upon exploiting the nation's resources, and mountainous regions throughout the West were diligently searched by a special breed of human
beings whose acquisitive spirits softened the rigors of living in
, primitive camps and rough surroundings.
The men of the old California Column were only a small percentage of pioneers who prospected and mined in New Mexico's
rugged terrain, but their contributions were significant. Peter W.
Kinsinger, Richard Yeamans, David Stitzel, and John V. Winters
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were responsible for opening at least five of the territory's leading
mineral districts. Dozens of other California men who prospected
the hills and who opened mines in isolated regions created jobs for
other New Mexicans, helped establish several new towns, and
worked to attract eastern and foreign capital that was necessary to
develop New Mexico's mining potential. Ex-California soldiers
and men just like them laid the groundwork in the sixties and
seventies which allowed New Mexico's mining to grow to truly
massive proportions in the last two decades of the century.
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SPR UCE McCOY BAIRD:
FROM TEXAS AGENT TO NEW MEXICO
OFFICIAL, 1848-1860
MORRIS F. TAYLOR

United States sovereignty expanded in 1848 over more
than a half-million square miles of northern Mexico, it entailed far
more than dealing with a small, indigenous, alien population in a
vast area acquired by conquest. An already established American
presence in Santa Fe and Taos, grown out of the earlier fur trade,
currently rested on commerce over the Santa Fe Trail and with
Indian tribes, as well as involvement in land grants. Some Americans had become persons of influence under the Republic of Mexico, and they saw their best chance to maintain their positions in a
new American territory or state. Those men also had strong biases
in American regional rivalries that quickly swept into the annexed
land. The controversy over slavery, as seen, for example, in reactions to the Wilmot Proviso of 1846 that would have barred
slavery in land taken from Mexico, hovered over New Mexico
before an American territory of that name was created.
The old Texas claim of jurisdiction right up to the Rio Grande
was, in a sense, waiting for acceptance with the coming of American rule, but stout antipathy to becoming a part of Texas ~as
widespread in New Mexico for several reasons. Texas military
incursions in the early 1840s had bequeathed fear and dislike of
Texans. Texan economic interests had not been important in trade
with Santa Fe or the tribes. Absorption by Texas would split New
Mexico and assure slavery east of the Rio Grande.
The government in Austin, however, advanced the Texas claim,
and Spruce McCoy Baird was a central figure in trying to impose
it. His futile efforts in behalf of Texas, and his successful adjustment to the new order in New Mexico, have not been jointly
WHEN
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delineated before. As the subject of this article, his career during
the formative years prior to the Civil War may contribute to a
clearer understanding of the period.

*

*

*

On the evening of November 10, 1848, a small group of Texans
arrived in Santa Fe from Independence, including red-headed
Spruce McCoy Baird. Kentucky-born and thirty-four years old,
Baird had been appointed in May by Texas Governor George T.
Wood as judge of that state's eleventh judicial district in the new
Santa Fe County.l That subdivision embraced New Mexico east of
the Rio Grande, which Texas claimed under its boundary act of
1836. Among other things, the law required Baird to hold district
court in Santa Fe twice a year. The move to assert Texas jurisdiction was in response to reports of a move for state government in
New Mexico. 2
Judge Baird's trip from Nacogdoches (in east Texas, where he
had practiced law since 1843) via New Orleans and St. Louis took
nearly six months. En route, he left his wife with her parents on
their plantation near Lexington, Missouri. 3 During the period of
his journey, developments elsewhere had bearing on his mission:
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was proclaimed on July 4; comment on his appointment in the Santa Fe Rep.ublican was hostile,
suggesting a treatment of tar and feathers;4 on October 6, Governor Wood sent notice'of Baird's appointment to President James
K. Polk and asked that military officers at Santa Fe give every
lawful aid to him;5 on the same date a badly split convention in
Santa Fe called for territorial government, no slavery, and rejection of the Texas claim;6 the Whig candidate, Zachary Taylor,
was elected president on November 7.
If Baird saw the Republican's editorial, it did not alarm him.
His advice to his district attorney, James W. Webb, to wait until
spring before coming out, indicates that he anticipated no trouble
or personal hazard. 7 An immediate obstacle was Lieutenant Colonel John M. Washington, the civil and military governor, whose
de facto military regime was a legacy of the Taos Rebellion of
January 1847, which toppled the civilian administration of Governor Charles Bent. The murdered governor was succeeded by
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Donaciano Vigil as acting governor, but, as in California, civilian
control was subordinated to the military, which became obvious
under the tours of duty of Colonel Sterling Price and Colonel
Washington. 8
Naturally against the military, Vigil, who vigorously opposed
military rule, called the October convention to organize a territory. A territorial bill for Oregon, California, and New Mexico
had died in the House of Representatives, after receiving Senate
approval. Missouri's Senator Thomas Hart Benton then publicly
advised the people of New Mexico and California to set up such
governments on their own; the warm reception given to his recommendation in New Mexico influenced the convention's clear stand
against slavery and the Texas claim. In the Senate, Democrat Benton and Whig John M. Clayton, of Delaware, sponsored the New
Mexican petition in December, but it was turned down by an opposition led by John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina, and Texas
Senator Thomas J. Rusk. 9
Judge Baird believed that slavery was not a matter of great concern to most New Mexicans, and, in his opinion, the convention
was an attempt by a small group of willful men to maintain themselves in power, a stance that forced them to oppose the Texas
claim as well. His view had a measure of truth, but his inference of
latent support for Texas among the Mexican majority was without
substance. Blaming the men seeking home rule, Baird wrote that
"it was only from these sources that we can account for. . . the
frightful stories. . . in circulation, among the Mexicans. . . that
we would destroy their religion, confiscate their property, hang
and enslave the people for their former acts of rebellion [meaning
resistance to the Texas-Santa Fe expedition of 1841 and other
Texan incursions in 1841-42]."10 If he publicly cited those alleged
"acts of rebellion" then he fed the very fears he sought to allay. All
we know is that his judgment was bad in misreading the effect of
those Texas intrusions on the hostility towards his official assignment. II He reported to his superiors that "a hot opposition was
gotten up in Santa Fe in favor of Texas; started by a gentleman
from San Antonio de Bexar by the name of Smith,"12 but he gave
no evidence of an effective, organized group, nor did one ever
materialize.

42

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW LIII: 1 1978

At a public meeting he sponsored, Baird allowed an expression
of opposition by Captain William Z. Angney, a Santa Fe lawyer
and Benton admirer, who presented resolutions against the Texas
claim and the Kearny Code. Baird thought his own position was
unchallengeable, and in a later report to the Austin government,
he made no assessment of Angney's arguments but treated the
whole matter with levity.13 His self-assurance was rather surprising.
Colonel Washington avoided a direct confrontation. Judge
Baird had sent his credentials (along with copies of Texas laws for
his authority) to the colonel. In a covering letter, dated November
22 at "Santa Fe, Texas," he asked if the temporary government set
up by General Kearny had not been dissolved by the recent treaty
with Mexico. We do not know what Washington thought of the
heading, but he replied the same day, making it clear that he
would maintain the existing government until the President or the
Congress should arrange otherwise. But he tempered his retort by
saying he expected eventual acceptance of the Texas claim, an
opinion that must have added to Baird's confidence. 14
Both men were in awkward positions because neither operated
with clear instructions. IS In mid-March Baird sent a proclamation of Texas jurisdiction to Colonel Washington, who then asked
Baird to call on him; he did so and accepted the colonel's insistence that the document should not be issued-not then anyway.
Baird, uncertain himself, was easily persuaded. There was mutual
recognition that they were only instruments of singularly confused
policies, and Baird knew he could not enforce the proclamation. 16
Colonel Washington pointed out to Baird that the press on
which the Santa Fe Republican (the only newspaper there) was
printed belonged to the government-a not very subtle allusion to
his apparent power of censorship. There was controversy in New
Mexico over how the government-owned press came into the
hands of a political faction headed by Supreme Court Justice Joab
Houghton, one of Governor Bent's appointees, that advocated territorial status, opposed slavery, and rejected the Texas claim. Not
that Baird was denied access to the Republican; it carried several
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articles by him in support of Texas sovereignty extending to the
Rio Grande. l1
A report circulated in March 1849 that an army officer was
writing an article highly unfavorable to Texas. Twisting the censorship screw a bit himself, Baird told Washington that if the piece
appeared he would "feel absolved from any promise to suspend a
formal claim to jurisdiction over this country [meaning the proclamation]."18 Washington countered by reminding Baird that
"according to our agreement it is my wish that the matter shall remain at rest until we can act conjointly, when the thing can be
arranged without difficulty."19 Once again Baird backed off in the
face of Washington's rather peremptory manner.
In early April Judge Baird heard that Congress had approved
the Texas claim. Without waiting for official verification, he
demanded that judicial proceedings under present officials should
cease in favor of Texas judicial authority. The colonel persuaded
him not to be hasty, and before long an authentic report came in
that Congress had made no such decision. Although Baird was fortuitously saved from embarrassment, he also had been restrained
once more from asserting Texan jurisdiction, which added to
growing impatience inAustin. 20
Contact with his superiors took much time. Baird's December
letters to Washington D. Miller, 21 the Texas secretary of state, arrived in Austin on March 14, 1849. Not replying until April 14,
Miller said that the military occupation of New Mexico probably
would end soon, so steps should be taken to prepare the people to
accept Texas jurisdiction. Baird also received the governor's proclamation on the subject, which was to be published and followed
by writs for an August election in the huge Texas county of Santa
Fe. On July 3 Washington talked with Baird and- secured another
delay to await further instructions from Austin. The colonel's persuasiveness was simple; he promised to do nothing to prejudice the
Texas claim, and he said there was not time enough to coordinate
the county election with an impending Texas state election. 22
Baird accepted the man's word and logic.
Claiming the need to attend to "matters of great importance to
myself,"23 Baird left for Independence a few days later. There is no
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evidence that he left for other than personal reasons-no hint of
recall. Leaving another Texan, Major Palmer J. Pillans, as his
agent in Santa Fe, Baird went to Missouri, and from Lexington on
September 21 he sent the first of his reports to Secretary Miller in
Austin. 24
While Baird was away the issue of civil government for New
Mexico was reopened with fresh vigor. Colonel Washington was
on campaign against the Navajos, so Major (Brevet Lieutenant
Colonel) Benjamin 1. Beall, second in command, called a convention to draw up a new petition to Congress, after receiving resolutions signed by a number of Americans on August 22. In Santa Fe
on September 24 nineteen elected delegates called for territorial
status and chose Hugh N. Smith, the first attorney general under
Governor Bent, as delegate to Congress. 25
On the day before, Baird had reported from Missouri that a major reason for Mexican and American opposition to the Texas
claim was their fear that land grants made by the Republic of
Mexico, east of the Rio Grande, in which men from both groups
held ownership, would be invalidated by the Texas government. A
step by the Texas legislature to relieve that concern was stopped
short by news of the recent convention. 26
When Baird heard of the convention, he professed to Secretary
Miller that he attached little importance to it, emphasizing the
factionalism at Santa Fe. Only an agreement between Congress
and the Texas legislature would settle the question of jurisdiction.
Baird was disillusioned by Beall's action, in view of Colonel
Washington's assurances of non-intervention. Quite possibly Baird
did not know that when Washington returned from the Navajo expedition, he expressed disapproval of the convention. In any event,
Washington was replaced by Colonel John Munroe in late OctoberP
From Independence in late October, Judge Baird advised the
Texas government to accept territorial status for New Mexico on
both sides of the Rio Grande north of EI Paso, which would include the main settlements from Socorro north. In other words the
northwest boundary of Texas should be from a point on the Rio
Grande south of Socorro, running just east of Anton Chico to a
point on the Arkansas River opposite Bent's Fort. That line would
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leave the Pecos valley open to Texan development, and EI Paso
would dominate the Chihuahua trade. Texas, he said, should
reserve the proceeds from the sale of public lands, and "by such an
arrangement we would lose nothing and get rid of a troublesome
and worthless set of customers. "28
That at least was a pragmatic proposal, and it was supported in
principle by 'Major Pillans, Baird's surrogate in Santa Fe, who said
in a letter made public in Texas that opposition to Texas in Santa
Fe was invincible. Baird, dismayed by rising criticism in Texas
newspapers of his handling of Texan interests, considered resigning. In a letter to recently elected Governor Peter Hansborough
Bell, he admitted having private business interests in New Mexico
but denied an accusation of neglect of his duties as the Texas
representative. 29
The new Texas governor was determ,ined to assert jurisdiction
as far as the Rio Grande. To that end he appointed Major Robert
S. Neighbors, well-known Texas Indian agent, as commissioner to
organize the remnant of Santa Fe County and the three new counties lately created from it. That meant, of course, that Baird's
recommendation for a Texas-New Mexico boundary was rejected
in' Austin, and Baird himself was left with no official position
other than his district judgeship, a condition that was not entirely
distasteful to him. '
Arriving in Austin in February 1850 after Neighbors had left for
New Mexico, Judge Baird sent a tentative resignation to Governor
Bell. At the same time he offered advice on governing east of the
Rio Grande: retain basic Mexican law and custom in irrigation,
mining, herding, master-servant contracts, and common ownership of woodlands and saline deposits. And he advocated settling
Pueblo Indians along the Arkansas and Pecos Rivers to help subjugate the nomadic tribes. 30 Commissioner Neighbors was well
received at EI Paso by Major Jeff Van Horne, who had not been
told of the Taylor administration's change of policy against the
Texas claim. 31
\
Baird was so encouraged by reports from EI Paso that he withdrew his resignation and told the governor that he would hold
'court in Santa Fe as soon as Neighbors was ready. It is not known
why Baird, in view of his own experience, thought that Neighbors'
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success in the EI Paso region could be projected into New Mexico.
And Neighbors was soon stripped of any delusions he may have
had when he reached Santa Fe on April 8.
Stiff opposition was led by Judge Joab Houghton, who called
upon citizens to ignore any Texas-sponsored election and threatened to jail anyone who tried to enforce Texas jurisdiction.
Houghton was prominent in the territorial faction, and there was
a pro-state group also. Colonel Munroe, the new army commander, had ordered a hands-off policy (hardly different from
that of his predecessor), except to protect life and property and
fend off a possible Texan invasion, about which reports circulated. 32
Actually, army neutrality ended a few days before Neighbors'
arrival. Lieutenant Colonel George A. McCall brought advices
from President Zachary Taylor that favored statehood. Munroe,
under considerable pressure, summoned a constitutional convention in Santa Fe on May IS. Major Neighbors, shocked and
powerless to prevent it, returned to Texas with no more to show
for his efforts than Judge Baird had achieved. The commissioner's
departure left Baird as de facto spokesman for Texas in New Mexico. 33
The delegates approved a constitution, written largely by Judge
Houghton,34 that defied the Texans by designating Santa Fe as the
capital and being both anti-slavery and anti-military. Following
popular acceptance of it and elections under it, Lieutenant Governor Manuel Alvarez (in the absence of Governor Henry Connelly) set local elections for the second Monday in August; on the
same day Judge Baird proclaimed local elections in Santa Fe
County, Texas, for the first Monday in August in accordance with
a statewide Texas election. Baird had not received Governor
Bell's letter ofJune 12, urging him to withdraw to EI Paso to hold
court. When Colonel Munroe deployed troops in such a way that
prevented both elections, Baird, apparently having received the
communication, went down to EI Paso. 35
The threat of Texas military intervention subsided in the face of
a growing willingness to sell the Texas claim for $10,000,000 and
the present boundary between Texas and New Mexico-features of
the Compromise of 1850 enacted by Congress in September and
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accepted by the Texas legislature in November. 36 Under the compromise, Texas abandoned the left bank of the Rio Grande and
New Mexico became a territory, thereby dismantling the state
constitution of 1850 and everything done under its authority.
With his official connection with Texas dissolved, Spruce M.
Baird decided to stay in New Mexico, and in late 1850 he brought
his wife to Albuquerque, near which he had made investments.
During his eight months in New Mexico he had been alert to personal economic opportunities. Early in December 1848 he and
seven other men asked permission of the Texas government to exploit some saline deposits between the Rio Grande and the Pecos
River, southeast of Albuquerque. Later he purchased a sawmill in
the vicinity of that town. As he prospered, another Texan accused
him of neglecting official duties in favor of private business, an
allegation that Baird dismissed as coming from an improvident
man to whom he had refused to loan money. 37
His early interest in saline deposits southeast of Albuquerque
probably provided Baird's first contact with the world of Spanish
and Mexican land grants; the salt beds may have been on the Antonio Sandoval Grant, a claim of nearly 500,000 acres. In 1852 he
acquired a 33,696-acre tract fronting on the east bank of the Rio
Grande about six miles 'below Albuquerque. It became known as
El Rancho del Chino Tejano. Baird probably bought the place
from Antonio Sandoval; years later his heirs failed in their attempt
to prove it was based on a land grant from the King of Spain. 38
In the following years, Baird settled into life on the ranch and
began to increase his stake in New Mexico. Just when he had business dealings with Eugene Leitensdorfer, the well~known Santa Fe
merchant, is not known, but on January 4, 1858, he acquired
Leitensdorfer's one-sixth interest in the Vigil and St. Vrain Grant
(also known as the Las Animas or Purgatoire Grant), which lay
south of the Arkansas River, then mostly in New Mexico Territory,
with a bit in Kansas Territory. In May 1859 the Santa Fe Gazette
published a notice over the signature of Joab Houghton, agent and
attorney for the grant claimants. Baird was listed as one of the
proprietors, and in November he co-signed with Ceran St. Vrain a
full power of attorney to Houghton. 39 Thus did the two judges,
Baird and Houghton, whose political rivalry dated back to the
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days of the Texas claim, come together in a case of economic exploitation in a way that presaged the Santa Fe Ring.
A project that held Baird's attention for a long time was promotion of a railroad from Albuquerque to California, roughly along
the thirty-fifth parallel of latitude. 40 As a member of the New Mexico bar, Baird built a sound reputation in both civil and criminal
law. Sensational cases in the latter category, which brought him
much publicity, will be presented later in a political context. Of
his civil cases, two are notable. In 1855 he was an attorney for the
plaintiff in a prototype of New Mexico land grant litigation. With
Hugh N. Smith, ardent abolitionist and close friend of Joab
Houghton, he argued the case of Justo Pino et al. vs. Alexander
Hatch before Judge Kirby Benedict. Although the court ruled
against Baird and Smith's client, the decision set guidelines interpreting the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo as protective of property
rights derived from Mexican land grants. When Benedict ruled in
Pino vs. Hatch, the first surveyor general of New Mexico, William
Pelham, had arrived in Santa Fe only a few days before. Land
grant lawsuits soon became a bonanza for lawyers of all political
stripes. 41
A precedent-setting case involving water rights between Acoma
and Laguna Pueblos had Spruce M. Baird (for Acoma) pitted
against John S. Watts (for Laguna). Baird presented his case to.
Judge Benedict as a bill to quiet title, a procedure ordinarily used
to determine land title; on the strength of that the court ruled in
favor of Acoma on July 6, 1857. Baird's central argument set the
precedent in future water rights litigations that those rights, when
appurtenant to land, would be dealt with as a special form of real
estate. 42
When Judge Baird decided to remain in New Mexico, he followed an example already set by his Texan friend and colleague,
Palmer J. Pillans, who quickly had become politically active in a
statehood faction headed by Major Richard H. Weightman, the
short-time senator-elect under the constitution of 1850. 43 Probably
,the Pillans connection brought Baird into the Weightman group
and to the attention of James S. Calhoun, the pro-slavery
Georgian, whom Whig President Taylor appointed as first Indian
Agent in New Mexico in 1849. Weightman wanted stronger con-
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gressional support in dealing with the Indians, and Calhoun's
accomplishments as agent led Weightman to back him for the
governorship of the new territory. 44
Residence in the Rio Abajo country made Baird knowledgeable
about Indian raids, especially by the Navajo, a problem in which
the settlers of the region had been enmeshed for generations. So
when Calhoun took office as governor and superintendent of Indian affairs (ex officio) in March 1851, he picked Baird as a
special Indian agent and informed the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that General Baird had accepted-a reference to his choice of
Baird as Major General, Third (Southern) Division, of his recently
organized New Mexico Militia. Commencing work on February 1,
1852, and operating from Jemez Pueblo, west of Santa Fe, Agent
Baird kept close watch on the NavajOS; also in his charge were the
pueblos south of Jemez, including Zia, Santa Ana, and San Felipe,
and he held the Pueblo Indians in considerable admiration. His
tenure extended into the governorship of William Carr Lane (Calhoun died in the spring of 1852) and terminated with the irleoming administration of Franklin Pierce in 1853. 45
His political alignment in New Mexico put Baird at odds with
Judge Houghton and others of strong anti-slavery leanings. He no
longer viewed the issue of human bondage as insignificant in New
Mexico, and he was aroused by what he called the" 'abolitionist
doctrine, of the rankest character' " espoused by the Reverend
William G. Kephart of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery
Society, who became editor of the new Santa Fe Weekly Gazette in
1850. The minister also was outspokenly anti-Catholic, which
- alienated Padre Jose Manuel Gallegos of Albuquerque, and other
influential Hispanic priests, who moved into Richard H. Weightman's political orbit. 46
Demonstrating his own political and social skills, Judge Baird
was picked by the voters of Bernalillo County as one of three
representatives in the first Legislative Assembly of New Mexico
that convened on June 2, 1851. The other two were Juan Cristobal
Armijo, Santa Fe Trail trader, Albuquerque merchant, and
nephew of the last Mexican governor, Manuel Armijo, and Jose
Leandro Perea, a wealthy anti-American sheepman. Baird's
friend, Palmer J. Pillans, was elected from Santa Fe County.47
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At the same time, Major Weightman was chosen as New Mexico's delegate to Congress. 48 Political alignments in the territory
were mainly personal followings engaged in a st~uggle for control
of the emerging Democratic Party. The Whig Party had little influence there, except for federal appointments during the TaylorFillmore administration.
Alleged voting irregularities at Albuquerque and nearby Los
RanGhos resulted in two killings. One of the victims was William
C. Skinner, an active member of Judge Houghton's old territorial
party, who was done in by Juan Cristobal Armijo in a brawl in Armijo's store. Baird defended Armijo and won acquittal on selfdefense. The Houghton faction was outraged, Gazette editor
James L. Collins charging that the jury was packed with Armijo's
relatives; that district attorney Elias P. West was no good as prosecutor because he was Baird's law partner. A strong inference
was that the Weightman-Calhoun group blatantly catered to the
Hispanos. And later, when Spruce M. Baird's signature was one of
only two Anglo names on a testimonial letter endorsing Governor
Calhoun's policies and conduct, his political preference was unmistakeable. 49
Delegate Weightman did not seek reelection. In June 1853 a
Democratic Party organization was put together in a convention
at Los Algodones, north of Bernalillo, that was hardly a crosssection of Democrats in the territory. Ethnic, nativist prejudices
were strong in leaders like Father Gallegos, Manuel Antonio
Chaves, and Miguel E. Pino, and both Gallegos and Chaves were
at loggerheads with the new Catholic vicar-apostolic, Bishop Jean
Baptiste Lamy. Anglos close to the Missouri merchants shunned
the party, and others were repelled by the pro-slavery sentiments
of Weightman. 50
Under the banner unfurled at Algodones, Father Gallegos won
the delegate's seat over the Whig candidate, former governor
William Carr Lane. The priest had just been ousted from his Albuquerque parish by Bishop Lamy. For the campaign Richard H.
Weightman brought in New Mexico's second printing press and
published in Albuquerque a paper called El Amigo del Pais (The
Friend of the Country) to support Gallegos and others against the
Gazette. 51
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As an editor, Weightman at first called for construction of the
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad along the thirty-fifth parallel from
Albuquerque to California but, after the Gadsden Purchase,
shifted his support to the thirty-second. parallel. From that change
came an antagonism towards a well-known Santa Fe Trail figure,
Francis X. Aubry, which climaxed in Weightman's sensational
and fatal stabbing of Aubry in Mercure brothers' cantina on Santa
Fe's plaza, August 18,1854. 52
Weightman's trial in Santa Fe was on September 20-21, Judge
Kirby Benedict presiding. Prosecution was by William W. H.
Davis, a Massachusetts-born lawyer and Mexican War officer.
Spruce M. Baird and John S. Watts, former New Mexico Supreme
Court justice, entered a plea of self-defense for Weightman, who
was acquitted, in large measure, it was said, because of Baird's
courtroom ability. The fairness of the trial was generally conceded, but about a week later Weightman left New Mexico, never
to return. 53
In 1856 the Algodones Democrats reelected Padre Gallegos as
delegate over Miguel A. Otero, candidate of a rival group called
the National Democracy. The victory was short-lived, however,
because Otero overcame Gallegos' slim margin in a recount by the
House Committee on Elections and took his seat on July 23.
Bishop Lamy was an active Otero backer. 54
Reports in February 1857 said that Gallegos would not be re.nominated, that Spruce M. Baird might be picked. By April it was
clear that Baird was a willing candidate, and Don Miguel E. Pino
began publication of El Dem6crata on the old Amigo del Pais
press. 55
The convention at Pena Blanca, of which Acting Governor
William W. H. Davis was chairman,56 nominated Baird for delegate on June 1. On the same day Baird resigned his commission as
major general in the territorial militia. 57 And soon a journalistic
duel between El Dem6crata and the Santa Fe Gazette, to which
James L. Collins had returned as editor, hit full stride.
A Dem6crata editorial displayed the old Mexican nativism by
depicting Miguel A. Otero, who sought reelection, as a turncoat
rico, greatly influenced by his American bride from South
Carolina. The Gazette was not above the nativist game, saying
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that Baird tried to be a better Mexican than Otero, and some of
Otero's friends praised their man as an hijo del pais, while stigmatizing Baird as a Texan outsider. One of those was Surveyor General Pelham, who employed as translator and clerk one David J.
Miller, who was also a new co-editor of the Gazette and the
brother of Washington D. Miller, the Texas secretary of state to
whom Baird reported in 1849. What influence, if any, that link
with the past had in 1857, the record does not disclose. 58
The Gazette spoke contemptuously of the Gallegos party, the
Pena Blanca Democracy, and the Descolados (Bob-tailed)
Democracy, while El Democrata declared the New Democracy
was tainted with abolitionism and know-nothingism. Whiggery
was a mutual epithet, and ex-Whigs were active on each side. But
the outcome turned chiefly on local matters. The Gazette editors
agreed with Baird, for example, that the issue of Democrat vs.
Black Republican was not raised because most voters were not
familiar enough with circumstances in the state to judge it intelligently. Samuel Ellison, who was pro-Baird and secretary to
William W. H. Davis, thought Baird and his party were defeated
by four local factors: (1) nativism, (2) Baird's pro-Texas image, (3)
the opposition of Bishop Lamy, and (4) the influence of Surveyor
General Pelham. 59
Baird's defeat was substantial-nearly 3,000 votes-and his
party lost control of the lower house (the Assembly), including the
rejection of Jose Manuel Gallegos. The Democratic group organized at Los Algodones in 1853 deteriorated rapidly, and the socalled New Democracy developed into a more or less consolidated
party, but its pro-Southern drift under the guidance of Miguel A.
Otero subjected it to stress and strain on the eve of the Civil War. 60
The trend was clear in President James Buchanan's appointments for New Mexico: Abraham Rencher, a North Carolinian, as
governor; Alexander M. Jackson, of Mississippi, as secretary; and
William J. Blackwood, Otero's brother-in-law from South
Carolina, to the supreme court bench. Any doubt was disspelled
when the assembly passed a slave code in February 1859, which
Rencher signed with Otero's approval. 61
Those circumstances helped to encourage Judge Baird to return
to politics, and in 1859 he won a seat on the territorial council.
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Little is known of his service as council member, but one activity
is worthy of mention. On February 10, 1860, Governor Rencher
signed into law an act incorporating the Historical Society of New
Mexico. Spruce M. Baird was one of the incorporators. 62
In September 1859 Hugh N. Smith, attorney general, died suddenly at his home in Santa Fe. Governor Rencher's choice to succeed Smith was Spruce M. Baird, whose nomination was approved
by the council on January 27, 1860, to be effective after adjournment of the Ninth Legislative Assembly in which Baird was a
council member. 63
The Assembly adjourned on February 1, 1860, and Baird resigned the attorney generalship on July 12, after serving less than
six months. In explanation, he cited the demands of his ranch and
the problem of Indian depredations that made it impossible for
him to attend to official duties. He did worry about the fast
disintegration of relations with the Navajos, which brought a split
between Governor Rencher, who favored the use of local militia
companies against them, and Colonel Thomas T. Fauntleroy, who
th~eatened withdrawal of federal troops if the militia were
employed. Secretary of the Interior Levi Cass overruled Rencher,
but Baird supported the governor,64 angrily criticizing Fauntleroy
in a letter to the Santa Fe Gazette: .. 'Our condition is becoming
truly desperate and no dawn of relief from the Commandant. He
could have fiddled with a Grace while Rome was burning, if he
had been there and I wish to God he had.' "65 New Mexico volunteers took the field anyway, but there is no evidence that Baird had
a direct invol vement. 66
His reasons for resignation are hardly convincing. About the
same time Baird granted to Eugene Leitensdorfer a power of attorney over his properties in New Mexico and Missouri. Together,
those actions suggest that he was planning a major change in the
circumstances of his life, but there is no clear indication of what
he had in mind. In any event, with the onset of the Civil War,
Spruce M. Baird became an ardent and active Confederate, who
was indicted for treason and served as an officer in the Confederate army in Texas and Louisiana.
The Civil War irrevocably altered the course of Baird's life.
When he returned to New Mexico, exonerated from the charge of
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treason, he never regained prominence in any way c<.>mmensurate
with his progression from Texas judge to New Mexico attorney
general. Later, in Colorado, where he died in 1872,67 his political
activity was minor in comparison with his partisan leadership in
the ethno-political complexities of New Mexico in the 1850s.
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THE "LOST" CHAPEL OF THE THIRD ORDER
OF ST. FRANCIS, IN SANTA FE
BRUCE T. ELLIS

NOT really lost, but certainly elusive, the long-vanished Santa Fe

chapel of the Franciscan Third Order, which for a while played a
unique even if minor role in the city's history, has been something
of a problem to the few writers who have given it any notice. Its
published record thus far is spotty, leaving the chapel either as a
name tucked away in footnotes or, if given fuller treatment, with
its image blurred by inadequate or faulty use of source material.
Most references to the chapel have been incidental to discussions of the New MexiC'an presence of the Third Order itself-the
lay religious society, founded by St. Francis in 1221, of men and
women who without committing themselves to the full monasticism of his First and Second Orders (the Friars Minor and the
Poor Clares), wished to adapt Franciscan principles and guidance
to their daily lives. 1 The present article, although touching upon
the Order's late Santa Fe phase, is concerned primarily with the
dating, location, construction and other features of its local
chapel. This requires some fairly detailed background.
Vague archival notes already cited by several writers date the
chapel loosely in the early nineteenth century and place it somewhere on the premises of Santa Fe's present St. Francis Cathedral,
which occupies the site of the city's early adobe parish church
(parroquia) , Whe~ construction of the latter was started in 1712
by Franciscan friars, a one-story convent of open rectangular
plan, built and deeded to the friars by Governor Pedro Cubero,
had stood alone on the site for fifteen years. 2 The church was
erected on the convent's north side, the front (west) end of its south
nave wall joined to the west end of the convent's north wall. What
0028-6206/78/0100-0059$01.60/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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had been a room in the northwest corner of the convent was made
into the church's baptistery, sealed off from the rest of the convent
and given access from the church's nave by a wide and deep doorway cut through the two adjoining walls. Just south of the baptistery was the entrance to the convent, a sizable (22-foot long)
semi-enclosed porch (posteria) with a door in its rear wall opening
to the convent's interior cloister. This porch could be reached
from the outside only by going through the church's wall-enclosed
main cemetery which lay between the church-convent complex
and the street. The cemetery's south wall, with a gate, extended
west to the street from the south end of the porch.
These structural details, here stressed because of their importance to later developments, are given in the earliest known
description of the parroquia and the convent-the report of an inspection made in 1776 by Franciscan Commissary Visitor Fray
Francisco Atanasio Dominguez stated. 3 The Third Order had long
been an affiliate of the parroquia, Dominguez said, but by 1776 it
had fallen upon hard times. It had no permanent funding and no
chapel, its only property being a side altar within the church's
nave provided with several wooden images of saints and paintings
on buffalo hide. Everything else required for its feasts it had to
borrow.
Shortly before 1776, Dominguez added, a second story had been
built above the convent's west (front) and south rows of rooms.
The northernmost of the new upper rooms in the front row was a
kitchen. It was set against the high nave wall of the church and
directly over the ground-floor baptistery.
In 1796, twenty years after Dominguez's visita, a brief report on
the parroquia and its attached convent was made for New Mexico
Governor Fernando Chac6n by the two then resident Franciscan
frhlrs. 4 Although the report lists several side altars in the church's
nave and transepts, neither an altar nor a chapel of the Third
Order is noted; in fact the Order is not mentioned at all. In view of
the Order's purely Franciscan identity in rule and dimension, and
the fact that it had an active local membership in 1796, its lack of
mention by the reporting friars might suggest that it then was
without any physical facilities that could be inventoried.
However, there may have been another reason why the friars
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left it out of their report to the governor, who by virtue of his office
had some authority in Church affairs. For years, the secular
church hierarchy below the border had been trying to bring the
long Franciscan hegemony in New Mexico to a close. Archiepiscopal pressure, exerted through both civil and ecclesiastical
channels, had reached a high point by 1796 and was successful in
the following year, when along with several other churches in the
province the Santa Fe parroquia was secularized, henceforth to be
under the exclusive supervision of the Bishop of Durango. Thus
with the end of their autonomy in sight, the two Santa Fe friars
might have thought it best to say nothing in their report about an
independent Franciscan lay organization established within the
fabric of what was about to become a secular church.
The 1797 changeover did not mean that there was an immediate total withdrawal of the Franciscans. Replacement secular
priests were slow in arriving; some arrived, took a quick look
around and hurried back home to Durango. The Friars Minor, although in diminishing numbers, continued serving many of the
churches and missions they had founded almost two centuries
earlier. And in Santa Fe, for the time being, they were left in
possession of their deeded convent. This was a potentially awk- .
ward situation-a monastic convent structurally tied to a secular
church and containing inside its walls the church's baptistery.
Much happened to both the parroquia and the convent in the
few years just previous to and following 1796. Not long before the
Chacon report was written, a wealthy and devout Santa Fe
citizen, Don Antonio Jose Ortiz, had begun virtually to rebuild the
old church, which was then in bad condition. Among his improvements, all made at his own expense, was the construction of
a large new chapel, dedicated to San Jose and projecting south
from the church's south transept. To make room for the·chapel,
Don Antonio had to demolish (of course, with the friars' consent)
the entire rear cloister gallery of the square convent, although the
major front part of the building, adjoining the church's nave and
containing the church baptistery and the large entrance porch,
was left intact.
Later, in 1799, a great part of the parroquia's nave collapsed.
Don Antonio set about repairing it and had it ready for reroofing
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Hypothetical schematic floor plan, drawn to approximate scale, of Santa Fe
parroquia and convent in 1776, as deduced from Dominguez's description.
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by 1804 when, struck by lightning, the walls fell down again. This
time he lengthened the front of the nave considerably and made
other important changes in the church. A minor move was the
transfer of the baptismal font from the old northwest corner room
of the convent (which seems not to have suffered much damage in
the two disasters to the church) to the sacristy at the church's rear.
This freed the former baptistery room for other uses.
Most of these changes are among improvements that are first
recorded in a series of letters to and from the Bishop of Durango,
dated from 1797 to 1813, regarding Don Antonio's religious benefactions in and near Santa Fe. The series includes one lengthy
letter written in 1805 by Don Antonio himself to the bishop, in
which his good works (or at least most of them; see below) are
listed with no lack of emphasis upon his pious magnanimity.s
The changes are later confirmed in three reports of inspections
conducted in 1814, 1817 and 1826. The first of these was by a
local layman, Ignacio Sanchez Vergara, upon the direction of
then Governor Jose Manrrique in response to a request from the
Durango bishopric. 6 It includes a cursory description of the convent, among other things noting that its formerly large entrance
porch was now reduced in size and small in relation to the rest of
the structure. Access to it was still through the main cemetery, the
south wall of which had not been moved since Dominguez's day.
Also, the number of rooms reported by Vergara makes it evident
that in 1814 the convent still retained its partial second story, in
which the kitchen had been placed above the former church baptistery.
The second and third reports were by two successive Visitors
General-secular priests sent up from Durango. The first, Juan
Bautista Ladr6n del Nino de Guevara, didn't like much of what he
saw,7 while the second, Agustin Fernandez San Vicente, copied
some sections of Guevara's report but added important observations of his own. He, too, had criticisms to make. 8 In neither report
is the convent described; with its Franciscan ownership perhaps
then in question the two inspectors may have judged it to lie outside of their assigned purview. In both reports, however, indirect
references to parts of the building are made.
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The first specific reference to the chapel thus far known appears
towards the end of the 1814 Vergara report:
In the middle of the church [premises) is built a small chapel that
serves the Third Order. The little structure, although adjoining the
church, is independent of the latter as to provide access to it a part
of the main cemetery has been divided off. As may be seen, this has
left it by itself.9
Basing her opinion on the known Ortiz family connections with
the Third Order and also on a clause in the will of Rosa Bustamente, Don Antonio's widow, which was written only four
months after Vergara made his report, E. Boyd believes that the
chapel had been built at least in part with Ortiz funds, after Don
Antonio's death in 1806. 10
In their wills, dated August 12, 1806 and July 9,1814 respectively, J 1 both Don Antonio and his widow stated their Third Order
membership and requested that their bodies be robed in the
Order's habit, for burial. In neither will is the Order named as a
legatee, and in none of the Durango correspondence about Don
Antonio's costly gifts to the Church is the Order mentioned.
Nevertheless, it perhaps is more likely that Don Antonio himself
had the chapel built, as a carefully unpublicized part of his repair
and alteration of the parroquia, than that it was built, in whole or
in part, by his survivors.
In Rosa Bustamente's 1814-dated will is the clause:
Declaro ser mi voluntad dejar tres pesos fuertes a cada una de las
mandas forsosas inclusa la de nuestra senora de Guadalupe, y dose
a lanuebamente impuesta.

Boyd translatesthis as:
I declare that it is my wish to give three minted pesos to each one
of the benevolent orders including that of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
and twelve to the one newly organized,
.
and adds in a footnote that by "benevolent orders" Rosa meant
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the local religious confraternities. The "one newly organized,"
Boyd suggests, was the Third Order.
This clause has been misunderstood by Boyd. Mandas Jorzosas
does not mean "benevolent order," but is a legal term that appears
in very many nineteenth century and earlier Spanish wills. A nineteenth century Mexican treatise on the making of wills 12 defines
mandas Jorzosas (as distinguished from legados voluntarios) as bequests
. . which by law must be made by every testator for certain
specified pious purposes. . . The amount to be left for each purpose depends entirely upon the wish of the testator.
The mandas effective in New Mexico in 1814, when Rosa made
her will, are listed in the treatise as, first,
support of the holy places of Jerusalem; second,
support of the sanctuary of Guadalupe [the basilica of Our Lady
of Guadalupe on the hill of Tepeyac near Mexico City.-Rosa made
special mention of this one, leaving it three pesos]; third,
provision for the marriage of poor female orphans; fourth,
provision for the redemption of captives. [This manda, which
was to be revoked in 1820, may have been the one "newly imposed" (not "newly organized") to which Rosa left twelve pesos.
The redemption of captives taken by hostile Indians was than a
serious matter in New Mexico, and the Ortiz family's Indian experience had been tragic.]
Thus Rosa Bustamente's will had nothing to do with the Third
Order chapel.
In 1776, Dominguez had noted the Order's poverty. Almost
twenty years later it was no better off; Salpointe cites a 1794 account stating that the Order had existed in Santa Fe and Santa
Cruz since the Reconquest, supported solely by its members.
Although the Santa Fe membership was large, it was constantly in
debt. 13 Always out of funds for even minimal necessities, the
Order could not have hoped ever to have a chapel of its ownuntil luck in the guise of a lightning-stroke (readily construable as
Providencia) seems to have altered the situation.
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In 1799, when the parroquia's nave collapsed for the first time,
the baptistery was still outside the south nave wall in the northwest corner room of the convent. But then in 1804 lightning
knocked down the walls again, and as stated above, evidently as a
part of Don Antonio's second and more extensive repair work the
baptismal font was relocated in the church's sacristy. Guevara, in
his 1817 report, notes its presence there and also notes that a doorway in the south nave wall that formerly had been a side door (que
antes era puerta de costado) was now a niche, wide and deep
enough to hold a life-size image of Christ in the Tomb. This could
only have been the former door to the baptistery; no other door in
the nave's south wall is mentioned in any report and Dominguez
had stated the baptistery door to have been about five feet wide.
Its outer side had now been walled up and plastered over, thus cutting off the former baptistery room from the church.
Also, Vergara in his 1814 report said that the convent's
entrance-porch was then reducida y pequena (reduced and small
in size). Further, his report implies, the northwest corner of the
convent was still intact in 1814, with the kitchen in place above
the former baptistery. Under the kitchen and its adjoining
chamber, however, unreported changes had been made which accounUor the shortening of the entrance-porch.
An 1828 document, heretofore uncited, gives the best indication
thus far known of the Third Order chapel's location and also
something of its plan. 14 This is the record of an official charge
brought by Santa Fe Alcalde Domingo Fernandez, on October 9,
1828, against Josef Tenorio, el cantor, accusing the latter of having committed a robbery, some years earlier, in the Third Order
chapel. (Note that in his charge, in part translated below,
Fernandez refers to the "Chapel of my Father San Francisco."
The Third Order's chapels and altars, although owned by the
Order, were dedicated to "Our Father St. Francis.")
The charge states that
. . . on an evening after vespers, in December; 1819, Josef
Tenorio, the precentor, on leaving the Chapel of my Father San
Francisco, with malicious intent left unfastened the latch on the
door located'in the entrance-porch ofthe convent. By this door the
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said Josef Tenorio entered at night into a room that is next to and
communicates with the Sacristy of said Chapel, where are kept the
alms of the Third Order, of which I am in charge. Tenorio helped
himself to some of these [specified later in the complaint as various
woven goods] and on his departure left the door snugly closed. The
robbery was discovered in the morning. . . .

From this account it can be deduced that the chapel had two adjoining auxiliary rooms besides its main chamber. Both of these
were in the old convent structure. The first, into which the wily
Tenorio made his nocturnal entrance, had been converted from
the northern part of the formerly 22-foot-Iong entrance porch. It
had an outside door to the remaining small porch and an interior
door to the second room. This was the former church baptistery,
now inaccessible from the church and made into the chapel's sacristy where the Order's offerings (limosnas) were stored. The
chapel proper would have been connected with its sacristy and
thus had to lie outside the convent, built along the latter's front
wall with its far end against the nave wall of the church. Its main
door, undoubtedly secured with a lock and key, probably faced
south. The door to the anteroom off the porch, however, seems to
have had only an interior cross-bar latch (aldava), which if properly fastened would have prevented Tenorio's ingress.
In view of the Order's lack of real money (its limosnas were all
in kind), the most likely source of the cash funding required for all
this work-the conversion of the convent rooms and the building
of the new attached chapel-would have been its wealthy hermana Don Antonio Jose Ortiz. The timing was right; in the course
of his operations on the parroquia it would have been feasible for
him to expand these a little to give the Order the modest housing it
needed and could not itself afford to acquire. The friars would
have been happy to offer space in and adjoining their convent for
such a worthy Franciscan project. But where the Bishop of
Durango was concerned, the project had to be handled with discretion.
Although Don Antonio was not at all shy about informing the
bishop of his many local religious benefactions, all of those which
he listed were in the secular church field and could be expected to
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receive (as they did) the approval and thanks of the secular church
authorities. The Santa Fe Franciscan Third Order, however, was
another matter, as also was the Santa Fe convent, then still Franciscan property. The support of neither of these would arouse
much enthusiasm in the Durango episcopate, which wanted the
Franciscans out of the picture. In return for his philanthropies,
Don Antonio was asking unusual favors and privileges from the
bishop; well versed in Church politics, he may have thought that
the less said about his Third Order ties and gifts, or the convent,
the better. In any case, as stated above, in none of the correspondence with the bishop is either of these subjects mentioned
-yet even before 1796 his construction of the new Chapel of San
Jose had required his spending considerable money on remodelling the Franciscan convent. That the Third Order chapel was
built as a part of Don Antonio's large-scale construction work of
circa 1805. may also have other archival support. Vergara, in
1814, did not note the chapel as being new, and there are reasons
for suspecting that it then had been standing and in use for some
time.
The first of the twenty-two recorded burials in the chapel is
dated July 28, 1816 15 -more than two years after Vergara wrote
his report. Sixteen more were made in that year, three more in
. - 1817 and then one each in 1821 and 1822. 16 The secular priest
who officiated at these recorded burials was Cura Juan Tomas
Terrazas, who in all his parroquia burial records noted
meticulously where the burials were made. He had been appointed
curate on June 24, 1816, succeeding Friar Francisco Hozio. 17 The
latter, then one of the last remaining Franciscans, during his long
residency wrote his burial records in the skimpiest possible form,
seldom if ever noting grave locations. Therefore the fact that the
first recorded burial in the Third Order chapel is dated July 28,
1816, only a month after Terrazas replaced Hozio, does not mean
that others had not previously been made there, by Hozio. Also,
from May, 1818 to June, 1821, Terrazas' place as parochial curate was taken by another priest who, like Hozio, did not specify
grave locations. This could account for the hiatus in the chapel
burial records for those years.
Additional evidence suggests that some of the chapel burials
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may have been quite old by 1816. In his 1817 report, Guevara
stated with severe disapproval that in a room adjoining the parroquia (la pieza adjunta) seven skulls had been exhumed and
were being ritually used in a way he found intolerable. He ordered
them reburied at once, and the practice to cease. IS These skulls
would have had to lie beneath the chapel's floor for some time, in
order to become the bare bones that were encountered and removed when later burials were made in the constricted space.
Boyd is in error in her estimate of the date of the chapel's
destruction. After noting, undoubtedly correctly, that "It is clear
that de Guevara's inspection of the Chapel of the Third Order was
the occasion for his diatribe against the 'intolerable abuse' of
human skulls," she continues, "It is also to be -inferred that de
Guevara saw to it that the entire chapel in front of the parroquia
was demolished-no more burials in it are recorded, nor has further mention of the building been found." 19
Guevara inspected the parroquia and issued his blast against the
exhumation and use of the skulls in the Third Order chapel in
1817. As noted above, burials continued to be made in the chapel
at least as late as January, 1822, and in May of that year a reference in a separate burial notice mentions the chapel as still standing. 20 Also, by her will dated September 16, 1823, a Maria Luisa
Rivera directed that she be buried in "the Chapel of our Father
Saint Francis."21
.Three years later, according to Salpointe's citation of a now unfindable passage in Fernandez's 1826 inspection report,
The last chapel visited [by Vicar General Fernandez) in the city
was that of the Third Order of St. Francis, adjoining the parochial
church on its southern side. As it was found lacking everything required for the celebration of the mass, the document of its concession was annulled by the Vicar General, and orders given to the
parish priest, the Rev. Juan Tomas Terrazas, not to celebrate any
more in it. 22

Salpointe also states that
As it [the Third Order) was a Franciscan institution which, by its
constitution, could be governed only by priests of the Order, it
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ceased to have a canonical existence in New Mexico when the Franciscan Fathers were succeeded by secular priests in the missions. 23 ,
As we have seen, however, the Third Order continued to exist
under the guidance of a secular priest-and so did its Santa Fe
chapel. In Alcalde Domingo Fernandez's account of the theft committed by Josef Tenorio, cited above, the wording makes it clear
that although Tenorio's misdeed had occurred in 1819, when he
was belateqly brought to justice in 1828 the chapel was still in
use-two years after the Vicar General had annulled its concession. And it remained in use for at least another year. Vicar Don
Juan Rafael Rasc6n, in his report of his visita dated August 4,
1829,24 ordered that concerning the parroquia, " . . . the images
painted on animal hide, disfigured or imperfect, be removed from
public veneration, such as those that can be seen in the Chapel of
the Third Order."
Title to the convent seems to have passed to the secular church
by this time. Within about three years, apparently, Bishop Zubiria
sold the convent and its lands to Santa Fe Vicario Juan Felipe Ortiz. Appointed vicar by the bishop in 1832, Juan Felipe Ortiz was
a grand-nephew of old Don Antonio. He made many changes in
the building, including the removal of its second story and complete physical separation from the church's nave, and occupied it
as his residence until Bishop Lamy's advent in 1851.
One of the first of his alterations of the convent must have been
the demolition of the Third Order chapel. In 1833 a new parish
cemetery, with a small chapel of its own, was being readied for use
on the heights in the northeastern section of the city, under the
direction of Vicar Ortiz. The new chapel evidently was supplied
with a bell, of mediocre quality. In a letter concerning the cemetery,25 the statement is made that " . . . the parish at some future
time might want to have a better bell than the one that had served
in the Third Order . . . ," implying that the bell in question, then
hanging in the new chapel at the cemetery, had been salvaged
from the dismantled Third Order chapel.
If the writer's supposition about the chapel's location is correct,
taken from evidence outlined above, its northern or probable sanctuary end would have occupied space now within St. Francis
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Cathedral. Roughly, this would be the area in the second bay from
the vestibule, on the right (south) side of the Cathedral's nave,
defined by the first and second large free-standing pillars and the
nave's south wall. The chapel's sacristy (the former northwest corner room of the convent) would have lain just east of this, in the
third bay.
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Archives of New Mexico, 1821-1846 (NMSRC, Santa Fe, 1970), p. 27. On
microfilm in NMSRC.
15. AASF: Burials 50, Santa Fe, on microfilm in NMSRC. Boyd notes only
two chapel burials, both in 1816, and states, erroneously that after Guevara's
1817 inspection "no more burials in it are recorded" (Popular Arts, pp. 445446).
16. AASF: Burials 50 and 52, Santa Fe, on microfilm in NMSRC.
17. Fray Angelico Chavez, Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe,
1678-1900 (Washington, 1957), p. 261.
18. Boyd (Popular Arts, p. 446-447) notes the ritua.listic use of human skulls
on Third Order altars and later in Penitente moradas.
19. Boyd, Popular Arts, p. 446.
20. AASF: Burials 52,Santa Fe, on microfilm in NMSRC. On May 23, 1822
Cum Terrazas buried Don Mateo Garcia in the parroquia's Campo Santo, after
the deceased had remained unburied for sixty hours while Terrazas refused his
relatives' demands that he be buried in the Third Order chapel or within some
other chapel or church in the city.
21. SANM I: 803, on microfilm in NMSRC, as indexed in Twitchell, Spanish
Archives, Vol. I (Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 1914).
22. Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross, p. 161. See note 8, supra.
23. Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross, p.161.
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24. AASF: LXXXI Accounts, Santa Fe, Rascon visita, August 4, 1829, on
microfilm in NMSRC.
25. AASF: LXXXI Accounts, Santa Fe, Bishop Zubiria visita, September 25,
1833, on microfilm in NMSRC.

Notes on Figures
A few vague statements in Dominguez, supported by some late nineteenth century cartographical data, heretofore uncited, suggest that when the convent was
built in 1697 it was set askew on its granted plot. In order to have the parroquia
more suitably face the plaza, upon its construction in I7I2-ca. 1717, it apparently was joined to the convent at about a 9-degree angle, as shown in both
figures. In figure 2, Ortiz's new Chapel of San Jose can be seen extending south
from the parroquia 's south transept arm. Also as shown in figure 2, according to
post-I776 archival notes and to archaeological evidence secured by the late
Stanley A. Stubbs and the present writer in 1957, Ortiz had shortened the north
(Conquistadora) chapel, giving it a square end instead of the trapezoidal end
described by Dominguez. Apparently the chapel was restored to its former length
and shape in the eighteen thirties.
The irregular placement of the convent as well as the post-I 776 changes shown
in figure 2 will be discussed in a detailed history of the parroquia and convent,
and the building of St. Francis Cathedral, now being prepared by the present
writer.
Figures I and 2 are drawn to the same scale, noted in figure 2. In both figures,
the walled cemetery in front of the parroquia, with its smaller adjoining burialground north of the church's nave, appear in outline.
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EARLY MEXICAN-AMERICAN RESPONSES TO
NEGATIVE STEREOTYPING
DORIS L. MEYER

A LARGE proportion of the writing of Anglo-American travelers
to Mexico in the early nineteenth century shows that they thought
that the Mexicans were an inferior people.) This was not only
because Mexican social and religious customs were different and
therefore suspect, but also because they were a racial mixture and
thus considered biologically inferior. 2 Most early t~avelers firmly
believed in Anglo-Saxon supremacy and its corresponding expansionist political philosophy; as a recent study points out: ". . .
there. was a distinct belief afloat not only that the Anglo-Saxon
was really a superior race, but also that the Anglo-Saxon peoples
had a kind of regenerative function to perform in Mexico-if not
elsewhere."3 From this perspective, Anglos judged Mexicans as
feudalistic, indolent and morally corrupt. According to Cecil
Robinson in his analysis of Mexicans in American literature,
". . . to the early writers the Mexican was just plain lazy and
deserved to lose out, as he surely would to the energetic productive
northerner. "4
Nineteenth century Anglo writers were influenced in their negative opinion of Mexicans by earlier prejudices dating back three
centuries to the conflict between Protestant England and Catholic
Spain. As David Weber observed in his study of the historical roots
of Mexican-Americans:
Anti-Spanish views inherited from England were far more complex
than simple anti-Catholicism, however. The English colonists also
believed that Spanish government was authoritarian, corrupt and
decadent, and that Spaniards were bigoted, cruel, greedy, tyrannical, fanatical, treacherous and lazy. In responding to these
0028-6206/78/0100-0075$01.60/0
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charges, Spanish historians have found it convenient to give them a
pejorative label: the Black Legend. s
In addition to these prejudices, the early nineteenth century
writers did not distinguish between the frontier Mexicans, with
whom they generally came in contact, and the Mexicans of the
central part of the country whose culture was more developed. As
Weber added:
If Americans found these frontier Mexicans ignorant and
economically backward, it was because schools scarcely existed
and because the frontier was too isolated to enter fully into the
economic life of the rest of the nation. . . . Anglos generalized
about frontier society, assuming that it typified all of Mexico. 6

If this combination of prejudices and misunderstandings was
not sufficient fuel for anti-Mexican sentiments, the relatively easy
victory of U.S. troops in the Mexican War of 1846 increased the
Anglo-American sense of superiority and added to their contempt
for the defeated Mexicans. 7 The fact that the invasion was
maneuvered by the politics of Polk's "Manifest Destiny" was not
then considered morally reprehensible. The Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgowhich was negotiated in 1848 guaranteed to all Mexicans
in the ceded territory "all the rights of citizens of the United
States" (Article IX). But the guarantees in writing did not change
the prevailing Anglo sentiment that Mexican-Americans were
second-class citizens.
Writers of western dime novels, popular in the late nineteenth
century, perpetuated existing prejudices and often referred to
Mexicans as "greasers," a term that was also used in the Eastern
press. 8 Paradoxically, other authors at the end of the century
preferred to romanticize the "mission culture" of the southwest
giving rise to the equally inaccurate stereotypes of the gallant
hidalgo and the picturesque peon and his burro. Thus, as Philip
Ortego has observed, "Mexican-Americans have been characterized at both ends of a spectrum of human behavior (seldom in the
middle) as untrustworthy, villainous, ruthless, tequila-drinking,
philandering machos, or as courteous, devout, and fatalistic
peasants who are to be treated more as pets then people."9
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The negative stereotyping of Mexican-Americans was, therefore, the result of a combination of influences and circumstances
that were accepted by many Anglo-Americans in the late 1800s,
particularly by those who had no direct contact with the Southwest and who merely echoed old prejudices. The effects it had
upon the lives of Mexican-Americans were far-reaching as the two
cultures adjusted to one another, especially in the territory of New
Mexico, home of the oldest Spanish-speaking settlements in the
Southwest. Local and national hostilities toward MexicanAmericans influenced issues such as statehood, public education,
land ownership as well as social contacts. 10 Mexican-Americans in
New Mexico were well aware of the prejudices they faced and the
threat that negative stereotyping posed to their rights as citizens of
the U.S. and to their ability to preserve their own culture.
Evidence of this awareness is found in the Spanish-language
newspapers of the period, a prime source of Mexican-American intellectual history in view of the fact that little other COI1temporary
material in Spanish has survived. 1 1
The newspapers reveal a three-part reaction by MexicanAmericans to negative stereotyping-first, an awareness of being
rejected on the grounds of inferiority or unfitness, especially regarding the ongoing quest for statehood; second, a strong defensive reaction critical of unfounded negative stereotyping; and
third, a campaign to transform the image of Mexican-Americans
through education. Both in prose and verse, journalists and ordinary citizens expressed concern for the future dignity and wellbeing of Mexican-Americans in New Mexico burdened by the onus
of negative stereotypes. A sampling of their ideas will demonstrate
that, almost a hundred years ago, there was among MexicanAmericans a sense of identity and purpose which, in itself, contradicts the common pejorative notion that they were a passive and
fatalistic people.
Among articles of the first type is a letter to the editor of El
Nuevo Mexicano in Santa Fe which was published on the front
page of the September 13,1890 issue. Its author, "R.M.F.," wrote
to express his outrage over the proposed visit of a congressional
sub-committee to New Mexico with the intent of assessing the New
Mexicans' capacity for self-government. He pointed out that such
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action was unprecedented and unnecessary and that it constituted
a direct insult to the people of the territory. He went on to say that
the Democrats were to blame for spreading the idea in Congress
that New Mexicans were not ready for statehood, and he urged the
electorate to vote them out of office. Notwithstanding the political
rivalry behind the allegations, the letter indicates that a negative
image of Mexican-Americans was affecting the exercise of their
political rights as guaranteed by the Treaty of 1848. The author's
words show the resentment that many Mexican-Americans must
have felt.
This is the height of injustice, which is already excessive, heaped
upon this people by a few ambitious and unprincipled demagogues. . . . This is another indignity, this investigatory commission brought upon us by the democratic party, and which leads us
to exclaim: how long will the Lord permit this people to endure
abuses of this nature by certain men whose only aim is to keep
them and the territory in political vassalage with the object of their
getting fat on the spoils of the job. It is time now that our native
population shake off this yoke which for so long has kept them in
political slavery.12
A similar sentiment is expressed in an anonymous poem entitled
"Lo de siempre" published in El Nuevo Mexicano, February 5,
1898. It begins with the following verse:
No quiso el Tio Samuel
Admitirnos como estado
Y al Nuevo Mexico fiel
El Congreso ha rechazado.

(Uncle Sam has refused
To admit us as a State
And faithful New Mexico
Has been rejected by Congress.)

Remembering that it was exactly fifty years ago that statehood
was promised to New Mexico, the poet indicated in his imagery
that the delay was due to the poverty and defenselessness which
New Mexicans had not been able to overcome:
Cual harapiento mendigo
De la puerta nos despiden
Yen contra nuestra deciden
Sin proceso ni testigo.

(Like a ragged beggar
They dispatch us from the door
And they decide against us
Without trial or witness.)
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The only solution the author could suggest was the hope that Congress would reconsider its irrational actions:
La esperanza es el consuelo
De las almas alfigidas,
Que al sentirse doloridas
Dirigen su vista al cielo;
No se logr6 nuestro anhelo
En el caso ya pasado
Pero se vera logrado
Y tendra nueva atenci6n
Eso esta que sin raz6n
El Congreso ha rechazado.

(Hope is the consolation
Of afflicted souls
Who feeling pained,
Direct their sight to heaven;
Our desire was not achieved
In the term just passed
But it will be successful
And will get new attention,
This case which without reason
Has been rejected by Congress.)

In another newspaper, El Nuevo Mundo of Albuquerque, an
editorial of July 17, 1897, deals with the same theme; its author
also referred to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and its guarantees which had been overlooked:
We have often looked with impartial determination for the motives
that both the House and Senate could have to deny us the fair right
that we have to claim our elevation to statehood; but unfortunately, we have not been able to find any satisfactory explanation;
since our population statistics and natural resources have all made
us suppose that this territory, under Statehood, would in a very
short time be able to vie with if not surpass the rest of the States of
the American Confederation.
All of the above Mexican-American writers realized that New
Mexico was being discriminated against unjustly by Congress, and
expressions of outrage, exasperation and puzzlement are the domi-'
nant motifs of their work. None of the above suggests specifically.
that negative stereotyping of Mexican-Americans was responsible
for congressional disapproval. Nevertheless there exists an idea of
the variety of psychological tensions that this rejecfion produced
and an indication that Mexican-Americans were becoming painfully familiar with their forced role as "unqualified" citizens.
Other Mexican-Americans were not content to vent their emotional frustrations or speculate as to why they were on the defensive. They went a step further and met the problem head-on by
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discussing the existence of negative stereotyping, the reasons for it
and the injustices which it represented. These writers were primarily Mexican-American journalists writing anonymously in
response to frequent criticisms and insults directed at native New
Mexicans by eastern journalists, travelers and politicans. Their
rebuttals are examples of forceful journalistic prose, based on
reasoned arguments with frequent touches of sarcasm aimed at
the eastern critics. Two of these essays in particular cited represent the composite Mexican-American attitude toward negative
stereotyping in the 1890s. The first is from El Nuevo Mundo,
Albuquerque, May 29, 1897.
YESTERDAY AND TODAY: Something about the Past and Present of New
Mexico.
If the TUBERCULARS who come to seek health in the benign quality of our
climate and the pure breezes of our mountains; if the INTELLIGENT tourists
who, from the window of a PULLMAN running at a speed of 60 miles an hour,
perform the miracle of studying our people and their customs had judgement, or
even the rudiments of instruction, the eastern press would neither fill its columns
with unbelievable tales nor would it feed its innocent readers with stories in
which, in such a stupid and unjust manner, they criticize the limited culture of a
people who instead of feeling shame should be even more proud of carrying in
their veins the blood of two illustrious as well as heroic races; since the Aztecs as
much as the Spaniards, for their prowess, valor and lineage, have become justly
worthy of the bronze of immortality of the imperishable crown of glory.
Hernando de Cortes, Fray Bartolome de las Casas, Netzagualcoyotl,
Cuahutemoc, and a thousand wise men and warriors of the Iberians and indigenous races, are with great justice the pride of today's generations who,
through the dense fog of the centuries, can still admire their epic deed feeling
their heart beat with noble and blessed praise.
But let's leave digressions behind; as we said before, the articles, or rather the
undeserved invectives, that appear from time to time in the newspapers of the
East do not have, in all justice, any reason for being; since the tourists that write
them (only with the aim of publicizing their travel impressions) are very far from
being educated or informed persons; the SO-CALLED WRITERS of this sort are
excursionists who travel for PLEASURE and this says it all. These original critics
establish their points of comparison between the best classes of the cities of New
York or Chicago with the lowliest of our people, and thus the natural discordance of the TRAVEL NOTES and the lack of foundation of the insults to our
race which they accuse of being dirty, ignorant, unattractive, etc., etc. But if
these travelers made a just and fair comparison among equal classes of society,
then the victory would be ours; since not now nor ever have our people lived like
the ANGLOS in true pigsties located in the neighborhoods of New York, for ex-
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ample. From the descriptions of these tourists we are considered more barbarous
than the ancient redskins, found in this country by the Breton conquerors, and it
is just a miracle that they do not consider us cannibals. If these train-bound
passengers would like to take the trouble to study even a little the history of these
regions, they would understand that the brave colonizer who had to devote half
his time to the struggle for survival and the other half to conducting campaigns
against the indomitable Apache and bloody Navajo who frequently robbed many
of his cattle, he would understand that that colonizer, like today, would not be
able to rest in a comfortable hammock to enjoy the beauties of Lord Byron's
poems, the sublime scenes of Shakespeare, the famous parliamentary speeches of
the Girondins or those of Gladestone or Bismark.
Take a look back to the past, reflect a bit on the situation of the colonizer in
those times, and later, let it be said frankly if these attacks are just or unjust. The
topographic system of this territory isolated it naturally from the large centers of
knowledge and culture; its enormous deserts plagued by savages and dangers
were a constant obstacle for the governments of Spain and Mexico to do
something for the inhabitants of its borders, and nevertheless think of the
memorable New Mexicans like the Archuletas, the Chavez, the Bacas, the Armijos, the Gallegos and Martinez, and you will see how false and calumnious these
judgements are.
Today everything has changed: the savage does not rob or kill in the desert; the
smoke of the country campfires has been substituted with that of locomotives,
smelters and factories; the veins of steel of the railroad have put us in contact
with the great centers of civilization, and in the formerly arid deserts are rising
beautiful and modern towns which have all the comforts and advantages that in
their laboratories our most illustrious inventors have known how to cull from the
mysteries of progress. The marvels of Franklin, Tesla and Edison are familiar today to the native who lives in the capitals of New Mexico, who, like his countrymen, knows how to applaud and admire them.
But what has been the result of the metamorphosis of New Mexico? Unfortunately for our race, there has been no improvement whatsoever. The railroads
killed the traffic of our old cart trains; our agricultural products cannot compete
with those that come to us from Colorado and California, and our only present
resource, our wools, cannot face the competition of those that are imported from
Australia and Argentina. In education our people have gone ahead very little,
since it is well known that the institutions of public schooling date from very few
years back, owing their improvement, without any doubt, to the diligence of the
intelligent Mr. Amado Chavez, first Superintendent 'of Public Instruction in New
Mexico. One can see, then, that making a very cursory study of the past and present, one comes to the conclusion that the exaggerated American progress has
hardly benefited at all our popular masses and it is urgent that the government
pay attention to this that we in general outlines have tried to point out so that it
may be seen how some more practical educational institutions might be set up
that could give a better result to the children and youth of New Mexico; since it
has been noticed by natives and foreigners alike that the Agriculture and Mining
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schools are unnecessary. Let's hope that we who have sincerely sought the true
progress of our race can someday, just as today we condemn the indifference of
the government, be able to praise some way that may give to New Mexico a true
pleiade of laborious artesans and knowledgeable skilled workers, the only hope
for the salvation of our race' which from day to day gets weaker; if this does not
happen, like the former indigenous owners of this country, the descendants of today's New Mexicans will have also to emigrate to another land, leaving in the
hands of strangers the tombs in which sleep those equally brave and honest colonizers who, in spite of their ignorance, know how to receive with open arms
those who shortly after would become CORRESPONDENTS in order to heap insults upon them in their press and their books.

The second is from La Voz del Pueblo, Las Vegas, August 7, 1897.
In the view of the people of New Mexico, in the opinion of every man who
possesses a heart and soul and in whose character there exists nobility, one does
not judge a whole people to be bad because they are poor or because they are ignorant, especially when the blame for their ignorance rests with the government
under whose protection they live. And the person or persons who make such
judgements are themselves the best evidence of their own low character, of their
own baseness.
For our part in New Mexico we have always admired the intelligence of our
Anglo-American compatriots; we always give each one and all of them the support and respect they deserve because we do not blind ourselves with worry or
with vanity. Hundreds of Anglo-American citizens still live today who have
entered our land poor, discouraged, hungry and even ragged; we, inspired by the
generosity that has been ours in New Mexico, extended them a cordial welcome,
offering them the best place that our humble homes had; we offered them opportunity, even making them head of our public and private businesses; we gave
them to understand with our behavior that we were not experts in the art of making money, but we were men who believed that good treatment of one man by
another and the formality of his work and the sacred nature of friendship were
worth more than money. They, carried by their irresistible characteristic, put
their five senses to accumulating money; we said, enjoy it in good fortune,
although it was to our own pecuniary disadvantage; but now in turn, many of
them have cloaked themselves in the blackest ingratitude, recognizing us as inferior beings, as citizens useless to our government, of course always with the
idea in view that money is God, is government, is everything, and we don't
possess this God; but we, the people of New Mexico, although we may have been
left generally without means and even rights for having been so docile in the past,
although we don't know the art of the so rarified civilization in which only
money is valued, although a large majority of us may not have the means to
polish ourselves, we have left a proud satisfaction, and it is that our story proves
that we showed our Anglo-American compatriots a pure heart and a generous
hand when they needed it to the point of perishing. Now if they insist on wanting
to scorn us, looking at us only with greedy eyes, recognizing us only as good subjects for exploitation, we will tell them without mental reservation, we still have
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. a heritage, and this is the gentility of men, the persistence in maintaining that
there are many other virtues that are worth more than money: to disdain baseness though it may be cloaked in gold, and we rest with that satisfaction much
more tranquil than the civilized gentlemen who accumulate millions using the
legislatures and even the national Congress so that their ("trust") combination of
infamies becomes fatter at the expense of ignorant ones like they consider us to
be. . . ."

Both articles make the point that Mexican-Americans have
much to be proud of in their history and culture, and that they
have no cause to feel inferior to the easterners. Also, both authors
emphasized that what Mexican-Americans lacked in education
and material well-being was largely the fault of the United States
government which failed to live up to its promises. Moreover, both
authors attribute negative criticisms of New Mexico to a lack of
understanding on the part of easterners of the past history and
present realities of the territory and the people they so freely insulted. They saw Anglo-Americans in general as blinded in their
cultural relations with Mexican-Americans by their pursuit of the
"almighty dollar."
One aspect of the negative stereotype often found in the eastern
press is the suggestion that Mexican-Americans were aliens, nonAmericansY When the war with Cuba was declared in 1898 and
President McKinley called for volunteers, many MexicanAmericans responded, ironically finding themselves fighting
against' their "mother country," Spain, and on the side of their
"adopted country" which as yet did not consider them true sons.
For most Mexican-Americans, there was no question of divided
loyalties; they considered themselves Americans, cultural differences notwithstanding. One small article in the May 14, 1898,
issue of El Nuevo Mexicano expressed this viewpoint; interestingly
enough, it was written to chastise certain disruptive elements
among local Spanish-speakers who apparently felt otherwise:
A Warning to Interested Parties
This is a very necessary warning. All citizens and those who reside
in the country, whatever their nationality, race or blood ties may
be, must remember that they are living under this government and
enjoying its beneficient protection. In time of war it is often
necessary to make examples. It is said that some people in this territory born elsewhere are those who are promoting the doctrine
that the sympathies of the citizens of Mexican origin should be on
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the side of Spain. This could be construed, in case of necessity, as a
crime of treason and the punishment imposed would be very harsh
if the authorities of the United States were to get involved in the
matter. A warning to those who can read and want to learn is sufficient. Those to whom it applies would do well to avoid difficulties
and not expose themselves to the indignation and anger of the
many thousands of patriotic citizens that there are in New Mexico.

In addition to their loyalty, the bravery of Mexican-Americans
was questioned. According to Robinson, "Of the words used by
early American writers to describe Mexicans, one of the most frequent to appear is the word cowardly, "14 This accusation was particularly resented by Mexican-Americans when their sons were
fighting voluntarily in the war of 1898. The following poem, one
of several of a similar nature, appeared in El Nuevo Mexicano on
May 28, 1898:
The Voice of the Hispano

Muchas son las opiniones
En contra del pueblo hispano,
Y Ie acusan de traidor
Al gobierno americana

(Many are the opinions
Against the Hispanic people,
And they accuse them of betraying
The American government.

Haciendo un experimento,
Quedanin desenganados,
Que nuestros bravos nativos
No rehusan ser soldados,

Making an experiment,
They will be disillusioned,
Our brave native men
Do not refuse to be soliders.

No importa 10 que se diga
Y difame de su fama,
Pero peleanin gustosos
Por el aguila americana,
A nuestro pueblo nativo
Le acusan de ser canalla,
Pero no ha demostrado serlo,
En el campo de batalla. . .

It matters not what is said
Or how our fame is insulted,
As they will fight with pleasure
For the American eagle.

Como buenos compatriotas
Y fieles americanos,
Libraremos de ese yugo
A los humildes cubanos.

Like good countrymen
And faithful Americans
We will free from that yoke
The humble Cubans.)

They accuse our native people
Of being rabble
But they have not proven to be so
On the battlefield.

Comparison of these sentiments with those more recently expressed regarding the Vietnam conflict make it apparent that the
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Mexican-American has long suffered SUspiCions regarding his
bravery and patriotism despite battlefield records to the contrary.IS
Perhaps the most important aspect of the response by MexicanAmericans to negative stereotyping was the campaign launched in
the Spanish-language press in the late nineteenth century to urge
its readers to try to overcome the one major weakness which, in its
opinion, had given rise to the negative image; the lack of a good
education. Insisting that this weakness was as much the fault of
years of negligence by the federal government as it was of the
people themselves, the newspapers tried to build up MexicanAmerican morale and self-confidence while at the same time
giving. a frank appraisal of the obstacles at hand. Critics of
Mexican-Americans had often cited their high illiteracy rate and
lack of technological skills. Not taking into account the scarcity of
educational opportunity in the early years of the territory, they attributed the low educational level of the masses to a general
disregard for learning and an innate laziness. 16 Suffering without doubt, Mexican-Americans were barred from equal participation in the economic, political and intellectual life of the territory
by not being able to compete with others who were more educated. The enactment of a public school bill in 1891 made this
topic even more timely, as the means to achieve the desired ends
were now at least partially available. 17
In contrast to the other two types of articles to which this study
refers, these articles on education were directed almost exclusively
to the Mexican-American public, not to the "outside world." A
poem printed inEZ Monitor of Taos on July 2, 1891, stated the objective bluntly in these final verses:
La educaci6n busca presto
Ponla por mote en tu senda
Y veras cuan estupenda
Mostrara de manifiesta
Ser tuya la mejor prenda;
Haz tus hinos educar
Yaca les veras triunf~r
Del yugo del servilism6;
Eso hace a todos 10 mismo
Yal tirano hace temblar.

(Seek out education quickly
Make it the motto of your life.
And you will see how stupendous
It will be shortly
To have the prize be youTs;
Have your children be educated
And here you will see them triumph
Over the yoke of slavery;
This makes everyone equal
And causes the tyrant to tremble.)
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A good education should be an equalizing social factor that brings
with it freedom and progress.
One of the most respected newspapers of the time, El Independiente of Las Vegas, defined the duty of the press in this regard:
". . . It is the duty of the newspapers never to cease to inculcate
in the people with its writings the overwhelming necessity that exists to make available a good education to our youth of both
sexes." (September 1, 1894). The same newspaper published frequent articles in the 1890s relating to the various benefits which
education would bring to Mexican-Americans. One particularly
interesting article in the issue of April, 1895, called for someone to
write a true history of New Mexico, adding that all histories written since 1846 "are reduced to exalting and referring the deeds of
the conquerors without bothering at all with the events, vicissitudes, customs and intimate life of the true people of the Territory." What is needed, states the article, is someone capable of
portraying "the steadfastness and courage of the people of the
Spanish race," not just the Anglo-Saxon viewpoint. 18 Without an
educated populace, free of the inferiority complex bred by negative stereotyping, it added, no such histories would be forthcoming. 19
Mexican-Americans in the late 1800s were very conscious of
having "lost out" to Anglo competition in the business world. Not
only were they unfamiliar with the latest technological advances,
but they were also at a disadvantage in legal and financial dealings. Many newspaper articles of the period urged MexicanAmericans to acquire a practical education, and to learn trades
essential to the industrial economy of the territory. The following
excerpt from El Nuevo Mundo of June 12, 1897, squarely placed
the burden of achievement and progress on the MexicanAmerican:
In previous eras, for reasons known to all, the means of education
were more than difficult, impossible; but today, everything has
changed: now it is not necessary to struggle with bands of roving
Indians, a constant affliction of the civilization of other times. Our
territory is full of schools and nursery schools in which our infants
and youth are well educated, and if such is the case, even more cen. surable is the indifference of the old natives who want their
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children to stay in a state of backwardness that can only cause
shame to the average educated Hispanic American element.
It is essential that the Mexican people, and especially the poor, be
convinced that there are thousands of means to earn an honorable
living without having to turn to raising large or small herds of cattle, to wood cutting, and to endeavors which generally have to do
with growing some cereals and grasses which are not sufficient to
live on with decency, much less with relative comfort. Have the
children and young people educate themselves well and you will
see how the chisel of the carpenter, the anvil of the blacksmith, the
loom of the weaver and the scissors of the tailor and many other
noble jobs produce four times what is produced by the very hard
and unproductive labors to which for years and years a large number of the poor people of New Mexico have been dedicated.

A frequent exhortation was directed at the need to imitate the
Anglo's practical way of life; according to La Voz del Pueblo,
February 15, 1896:
The Mexican is equal, if not superior, in intellect to the children of
other races, but those of us who live in this Territory, on account of
circumstances beyond our control, that is, on account of haVIng
been isolated from the centers of civilization, could not educate
ourselves in times past; but now that we have the advantages at
hand, we can supplement that deficiency. What is more, we are liv- .
ing next to the American, who due to circumstances is our brother,
because we are protected by the same flag. Let's take then from
him the knowledge which he has that is superior to ours and let's
profit from it. This is the war we suggest to all New Mexicans: that
they wrest from the Americans the practical knowledge he has of
life, of business, just as he wrests from the bowels of the earth the
precious metal.

The rhetoric of articles such as this one is clearly in line with the
liberal philosophy of positivism which had developed a strong following among Mexican intellectuals in the late nineteenth century.20 As interpreted in Mexico by such authors as Justo Sierra
and Gavino Barreda, the philosophy of positivism was applied to
educational reform with the objective of bringing about a new
social order based on a practical and rational approach to life: "It
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was thought that by means of a positivistic education a new type
of man could eventually be created, free from all the defeats he
had inherite~ from the colony ruled by Spain, a man with a great
practical mind such as had made the United States and England
the great leaders of modern civilization. "21 To believe in the success of this philosophy required a kind of utopian faith in the
power of education alone to transform society, and a certain
blindness to socio-economic realities. 22 In New Mexico, however,
contrary to the porfirista society in Mexico, the obstacles which
impeded the desired transformation were not primarily the lack of
political and economic freedoms. Mexican-Americans were free to
vote in their territory and to take part in a free enterprise system,
assuming a degree of education sufficient to appraise them of their
rights. The major obstacles faced by Mexican-Americans were
racial bias and prejudice evident in negative stereotyping.
Some Mexican-Americans, not influenced by any sense of positivistic idealism, may have suspected this and may have consequently been skeptical about any "new order." The following
excerpt from an article in La Voz del Pueblo, February 15, 1896,
shows that doubts existed, even though journalists generally tried
to dispel them:
Many of our people became discouraged and believe that although
we may educate ourselves, it will always be the same; that is, that
the Mexican, because he is Mexican will have to lose because he is
hated by the American. This, in our views, is false and we will
prove it. For this, we repeat again that we refer to the industrious
American. He, if he is hiring, wants good service and it does not
matter to him who renders it.

The consolation these assurances offered was still less than total
acceptance of Mexican-Americans as equal citizens.
Nineteenth century negative stereotypes have been perpetuated
in twentieth century anthropological and sociological texts which
portray the Mexican-Americans as a single, passive group,
trapped in a traditional culture from which only acculturation,
supposedly, will free them. In the words of Octavio Romano,
". . . there has not been any significant change in views toward
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Mexican-Americans for the past one hundred years,"23 and no
progress will be made until Mexican-Americans are seen as the
complex people they are: "For, in truth, just as 'el puro mexicano'
does not exist, neither does 'the pure Mexican-American,' despite
massive efforts by social scientists to fabricate such a mythical being under the monolithic label of the 'Traditional Culture,' rather
than the more realistic concept of multiple histories and
philosophies.' '24
Although it has not generally been known, the Spanish-language
press in New Mexico at the end of the last century began combating the misconceptions which today's Chicano writers continue to denounce. Contrary to belief, Mexican-Americans have
not been a "silent" minority. As one contemporary Chicano critic
has correctly stated, ". . . society and especially social scientists
have not heard the Mexican~Americansimply because they have
not listened." As the voices of the past join those of the present, it
will be harder and harder for any stereotypes to survive.
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NEWS

AS THE DISCERNING READER WILL SEE, the Review is now printed
in the photo-offset mode, with a new type, called "California."
Rest assured that we would have used "New Mexico" had there
been one. We_ chose the nearest available typeface to the one we
have used for the last several years, and we hope that readers approve. Your comments are welcome.
NEW MEXICO HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS AND SENIORS and their
teachers are reminded that the entry deadline for the Calvin Horn
Essay Contest is May 1, 1978. Entries should reach the New Mexico Historical Review offices by that date. Help sessions for both
teachers and students are being planned; information will be
forthcoming. Further information on the scholarship contest may
be obtained by writing or calling the NMHR. See page 103 for full
contest rules.
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GERONIMO: THE MAN, HIS TIME, HIS PLACE. By Angie Debo. Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1976. Pp. xx, 480.111us., notes, index, maps, bibliography.
$14.95.
IN THE LONG HISTORY of warfare between Indians and whites, no tribe proved
more formidable than the Apache and no tribal leader more formidable than
Geronimo. The story of his final stand against a considerable portion of the U.S.
Army has been told many times, most recently and authoritatively by Dan L.
Thrapp in a series of meticulously researched studies of the Apache wars.
Geronimo remains today a figure of endless fascination.
Angie Debo's work is the second full-scale biography of Geronim~ in recent
years, It suffers from the defect of most biographies of Indian leaders-sparsity of
sources. Before the period Geronimo became well-known to whites, she had to
rely mainly on his own reminiscences and those of his cousin. Both are vague on
time ~nd place and for the most part unconfirmed by other sources. As a result,
many chapters of the book tend to be a general history of the Chiricahua Apache
in which Geronimo is but fleetingly and speculatively glimpsed, and these
chapters are drawn largely from Thrapp's work. Even after Geronimo became a
celebrity, of course, the chief sources are the words of white men. But these exist
in an abundance that permits his role in the last years of warfare to be
documented with assurance, although more from the white point of view than
the Indian.
Angie Debo is well qualified to make the best of a bad situation. She knows Indians as a lifelong student of Indian history and culture. Especially useful is her
sure identification of family and tribal relationships of notable individuals, an
area fraught with traps for the unwary. Also valuable is her chronicle of the two
decades of captivity in Florida, Alabama, and Oklahoma that followed the final
surrender. These years make up about one-fourth of the book. This biography is
doubtless as authoritative as is possible given the limitations of source material.
Even though, contrary to the subtitle, it is more time and place than man, no
future biographer is likely to get any closer to the man.

Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation

ROBERT M. UTLEY
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HOUR OF TRIAL: THE CONSERVATION CONFLICf IN COLORADO AND THE WEST,
1891-1907. By G. Michael McCarthy. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1977. Pp. 327. Bibliog., index. $12,50.
FIFTEEN YEARS AGO Elmo Richardson published The Politics of Conservation-a
scholarly treatise that provided a new perspective to the conservation controversy that swirled around the administration of Theodore Roosevelt. Traditional
interpretation of the period had focused upon the careers of a few men and their
actions in the nation's capital; Richardson looked to the West, carefully examined the role played by a variety of westerners and replaced former oversimplification with sound interpretation.
Author McCarthy faithfully follows the path blazed by Richardson in this case
study of the conservation conflict in Colorado. Correctly assuming that
"Colorado's experience was the West's experience . . . and the western experience was the national experience," McCarthy begins his narrative with the
passage of the controversial Forest Reserve Act of 1891 and .concludes with the
equally controversial Public Land Convention held in Denver in 1907. While his
sentiments are admittedly with the pro-conservation forces, he maintains an admirable objectivity throughout. Insurgents (those opposed to forest reserves,
public land leasing, coal land withdrawal and grazing taxes) are not cast in the
traditional role of villains but instead are identified and described as having been
as moralistic, idealistic and sincere as were their opponents.
This examination of the people and forces operating in Colorado adds reinforcement to Richardson's thesis that western conservation support and opposition cut across both political and economic lines, and that sound economic
rationale underlay both ideologies. Those opposing the conservation measures
promulgated by the federal government were doomed to fail, McCarthy says,
because they were a fragmented minority within the state and their occasional
demagoguery and intemperance could not overcome the popularity and energy
of Teddy Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot.
The author might have followed Richardson's path a bit further and extended
his inquiry through 1912. McCarthy's claim that the Public Land·Conference of
1907 provided a watershed-that anti-conservation forces declined thereafterignores the turmoil of the next four years: The second Public Land Conference·
held in Denver in 1911; the gubernatorial race of 1912 pitting arch-insurgent
Ammons against conservationist Costigan; and the passage of the Forest
Homestead Act in 1912. Other shortcomings exist. An overuse of quotations contributes repetition and redundancy. Thorough research of newspapers is evident,
but contemporary periodical literature is ignored. Oklahoma University Press
must be faulted for the extremely poor photographic reproduction. Grey and
grey is a weak substitute for black and white.
The objective analysis provided in the book is enhanced by the final chapter.
Here, the author examines present-day controversies involving Coloradoans in
particular and westerners in general. Questions and resulting contentions raised
by the energy crisis, the use or non-use of coal and oil shale, and the expansion of
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ski areas and land "development" are presented with calmness and clarity. Due
to McCarthy's admirable restraint, his discussion of men, motives and morals
will provide profitable reading for conservationists, preservationists, developers
and exploiters. And that, in today's polarized approach use, is both rare and
welcome.

University of Montana

H. D. HAMPTON

FRIAR BRINGAS REPORTS TO THE KING: METHODS OF INDOCTRINATION ON THE
FRONTIER OF NEW SPAIN, 1796-97, Translated and edited by Daniel S. Matson
and Bernard L. Fontana, Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1977, Pp. vii,
177, lIlus., maps, notes, app., lex" bibliog" index. Cloth $12.50, paperback,
$6,50,
THIS BOOK is a highly detailed documentary study of frontier missionary methods
and existing conditions in the region of Pimeria Alta during the later colonial
period. The report, written in 1796-97, consists of some 105 numbered
paragraphs interspersed with pertinent contemporary letters. It contains not only
historical and ethnographic information, but also sets forth proposals for governmental reform. Many statistics are contained therein, such as the number of
pueblos and inhabitants in a particular area, leagues between settlements, and
baptisms performed in Pimeria Alta from 1768 to 1796. The report also includes
commentaries on the Laws of the Indies, suggestions for improving mission life,
. and judgments about various Indian groups of the region.
Father Diego Bringas, a native of Alamos, Mexico, attended the Franciscan
College of Santa Cruz in Queretaro and by 1795, at age 33, had become the college's procurator. As such he went as an official visitor to the missions of Pimeria
Alta and wrote his report. Unfortunately, as the editors point out, the "lengthy
document, instead of being delivered to the Spanish king, was relegated to territorial archives." Nevertheless, the report contained so much valuable information with regard to mission history that a number of persons felt it should, be
translated and published. Indeed, the translation alone, begun'in 1964, is an important contribution to scholarship.
The report is preceded by an introduction covering the life of Father Bringas,
the role of his report, and a brief summary of the relationship of church and state
in the frontier regions of New Spain. The editors also describe local Indians and
their confrontation with Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries. The final section of
the introduction includes several broad comparisons of the age of discovery and
expansion with modern times and some generalizations about the differences between "Western Man" and "Indians." These are open to question.
Although the introduction is meant for the general reader, the report is rather
specialized. Fortunately, there are biographical and explanatory footnotes which
give considerable additional information and are preferable in form to the anthropological reference system used in the introduction. The editors have provided a lexicon of Spanish words that is generally helpful but contains a few
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items, e.g., alcalde mayor, gente de raz6n, patronato real and soldados del pais,
needing further clarification. A villa is not "smaller than a pueblo and larger
than an aldea" but a town having been accorded rank and privilege-size is not a
factor.
This book is attractively printed and reproduces two original maps by Father
Bringas showing the places he visited. In summary, the report is a valuable
reference source for students of Spanish Borderlands history.

University of San Diego

IRIS WILSON ENGSTRAND

GLOBE, ARIZONA. By Clara T. Woody and Milton L. Schwartz. Tucson: The
Arizona Historical Society, 1977. Pp. 1, 262. Illus., notes, index. $15.00.
ALMOST EVERY SMALL TOWN in America seems to have its resident local historian,
usually someone of great age and enthusiasm but little professional training.
Clara T. Woody to some extent fills this position in Globe, Arizona. However, she
is much more than an enthusiastic amateur; she has been systematic in her collecting, has solicited and used the advice of professionals, and was an early
believer in the value of oral history. Unfortunately she never found the time to
write the four books she intended to author. In 1974 individuals at the Arizona
Historical Society arranged for Milton Schwartz, a graduate student at the
University of Arizona, to sort through, edit, and digest her notes and jottings into
a history of her hometown. In addition, several employees of the Historical Society, especially C. J. Sonnichsen, who wrote an introduction to the volume, contributed to the project.
In its own curious way, this book therefore is the product of a committee-and
it reads like it, for it has little unity or balance. Actually the purchaser will get
two books and an article for his fifteen dollars. As the title implies he will have a
history of Globe. The Apache wars, the frantic search for silver, the beginnings of
a crude frontier village, the arrival of farmers and ranchers in the vicinity, the
building of a railroad, the development of civic institutions, and the growth of
the copper mines and smelters-all are covered. However, almost half of the
book deals with the Pleasant Valley War during which two families, the
Grahams and the Tewksburys, tried to kill each other. Finally, there is a
superfluous chapter about Pearl Hart who robbed a stagecoach outside Globe
and who perhaps returned there late in life as the wife of a local rancher.
No doubt, some official at the Arizona Historical Society, believing that the
history of Globe would not sell well, decided to throw in the information about
the Pleasant Valley War and Pearl Hart in hopes of increasing sales. The sad
result is a large volume lacking balance, but which does include excellent information for some future history of Globe or about the battles between outlaws
and lawmen in that general region.

Memphis State University

ODIE B. FAULK
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IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA: A HISTORY OF PRESBYTERIANS AND MEXICAN AMERICANS
IN THE SOUTHWEST. By R. Douglas Brackenridge and Francisco O. GarciaTreto. San Antonio: Trinity University Press, 1974. Pp. ix, 262. Notes, bibliography, index, illustrations. $8.00.
IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA has broken fresh ground. Co-authors Brackenridge and
Garcia-Treto, professors in the Department of Religion at Trinity University, are
to be congratulated for their industry, their organizational clarity and avoidance
of maudlin moralizing all too common in ethno-historical studies. Extensive use
of church records in the Presbyterian Historical Society and wide-ranging interviews afforded them an overview on an important subject, one richly deserving
the handsome publication accorded it by Trinity Press. Henceforth their book is
a required source for those probing the fusion of Mexican and Yankee cultures in
the American Southwest.
This area of Presbyterian history spans well over a century. Brackenridge and
Garcia-Treto have divided their account into three broad periods: 1830-1910,
nearly half the text; 1910-1960; and 1960 to the present, approximately thirty
pages. Their task was formidable. Balance demanded the inclusion of differing
groups of Mexican Americans (the term "Chicano" is eschewed because of its
"emotional overtones") stretching from Texas over New Mexico, Colorado, and
Arizona into California. Furthermore, it proved necessary to trace the dual
labors of the Presbyterian Church U.S. (southern denomination) and the
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Notwithstanding this organizational thicket, the
reader seldom loses his way. Constructing this meticulous framework has imposed a rather bland style. Fortunately, significant Mexican and Anglo Presbyterian churchmen and women come alive. Among the dedicated individuals to
whom the authors devote considerable attention are John A. Annin, Gabino
Rend6n, Melinda Rankin, James A. Menaul, and Paul L. Warnshuis; the regrettable ecclesiastical feud between the hard-working W. S. Scott and Robert D.
Campbell is not dodged.
Because Brackenridge and Garcia-Treto are so determined to examine all of
the cardinal features of the multifaceted Presbyterian activities (schools,
hospitals, neighborhood counseling, etc.), they slight. the broader, changing
Anglo-Mexican socio-economic relationships during these years. Spanishspeaking Americans are not mute in these pages. However our view of the
Latinos tends to assume an impression of Mexican passivity contrasted with
WASP dynamism. When such a petty yet paramount factual error as the
misdating of the world's most famous gold discovery slips by both scholars, one
is inclined to believe that their failure to include more background information
has resulted simply because neither man is well informed on the wider ramifications of Western American history.
Surprisingly it was not until decades after the Mexican Cession before
evangelizing in the American Southwest surpassed the "missionary zeal focused
on the interior of Mexico" (p. 12). By the 1880s, growing numbers of Mexican
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and Anglo Presbyterians were demonstrating by word and deed how unjustified
was the racial stereotype of the dull "lazy Mex,... Yet because these impoverished
rural people were unable to support their own local Presbyterian churches,
eastern subsidies had to be continued, and the Anglo belief in Mexican sloth was
thus perpetuated. Ironically, not a few Mexican converts soon "far excelled
'American' Presbyterians in practicing family worship, in observing the Sabbath, and in home training of children" (p. 29). One is reminded of Hawaii
where Polynesian Christians put to shame the ostensible Christian haole. Following the Second World War and the mushrooming permissiveness practiced in
American homes, older, pietistic Mexican Americans have had to confront an
abhorrent degree of "secular and unchristian" behavior (smoking, drunkenness,
etc.) among their youth. Markedly distinct opinions on the efficacy of Cesar
Chavez and La Raza have likewise magnified a generation gap.
In concluding their volume, Brackenridge and Garcia-Treto state "if one could
summarize in a single word the panorama of the Presbyterian church's relation
to the Mexican American in the contemporary situation, that word would probably have to be 'ambivalence' " (p. 222). How do they view future possibilities
for Iglesia Presbiteriana? Their final sentence voices a note of optimism. "There
is hope, as yet alive in the hearts of many Anglos and Mexican Americans, that it
will be possible to see within the Presbyterian family in the United States a bilingual, bicultural Mexican American constituency, no longer 'an orphan child
of the denomination,' but a strong, mature, and contributing adult brother" (pp.
224-225).
California State University
San Jose

TED HINCKLEY

THE FIRST BISHOP OF SONORA: ANTONIO DE LOS REYES. O.F.M. By Albert Stagg.
Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1976. Pp. ix, 109. Illus., maps, notes,
bibliog., index. $8.50 cloth, $4.50 paper.
LUCKIER THAN New Mexico's vocal Fray Alonso de Benavides, who tried in vain
to parlay a few years of missionary experience and a visit to the Spanish court
into consecration as the colony's first bishop, Sonora's Fray Antonio Maria de los
Reyes brought it off. By loudly advocating reform in an age of reform, and by
cultivating arch-reformer Jose de Galvez, the irrepressible Father Reyes
alienated his fellow Franciscans, caught the conscience of the king, and won his
miter in 1782 as first bishop of Sonora, Sinaloa, and the Californias.
Albert Stagg, whose maternal grandfather married a great-grandniece of
Bishop Reyes, has graciously introduced us to a beguiling and exasperating
relative. A quarter of the text is by Reyes himself, mostly letters readably
translated and interspersed in italic. Still, it is difficult to tell whether Reyes' professed compassion for the downtrodden Indian ran deeper than his rhetoric.
Stagg believes that it did. Most of the friar's Franciscan contemporaries, from
whom little is heard, thought not.
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Some of the exaggerated claims made in support of the Reyes nomination have
found their way into the text unchallenged. The bishop-to-be, for example, was
never leader of the fifteen Franciscans dispatched by the Queretaro missionary
college to Sonora in 1767. to replace expelled Jesuits. As a check the author might
have consulted the two-part pious chronicle of the college by Isidro Felix de
Espinosa and JWIn Domingo Arricivita.
Stagg's slender volume has resurrected Antonio Marfa de los Reyes. Now let
someone set him in that peculiar, peripheral Spanish quarter of the philosopher's
heavenly city. Reyes deserves a full-dress, life-and-times biography. With that, no
doubt, the bishop would be first to agree.

University of New Mexico

JOHN L. KESSELL

CRAZY WOMEN IN THE RAFTERS: MEMORIES OF ATEXAS BOYHOOD. By Paul Patterson. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1976. Pp. xii, 242. Preface,
epilogue. $8.95.
CONTRARY TO initial reactions evoked by the title, this book, thankfully, is not
about psychology in the American West. Rather, as the subtitle explains, it is an
account of the early childhood experiences of Paul Patterson, a former cowboy
who regretted the transition to school teacher and writer. The setting for Crazy
Women in the Rafters is the West Texas county of Upton, near the Pecos River
within the larger geographical entity that oilmen call the Permian Basin.
The central theme of the book is migration in the first quarter of the twentieth
century. Paul Patterson, as the next-to-the-last child in a family of seven, was the
victim of horror stories narrated by his older brothers, either as mischief to make
him cry or as an intramural activity to break the monotony of riding in a slowmoving wagon from place to place. One story, which became 'the source of inspiration for the title, concerned dilapidated and abandoned shacks in the Staked
Plains country, all visible reminders, the brothers declared, that the devil had
assisted God in the Creation. The high point of the story was that the isolation,
aridity, and flatness of the terrain did not affect cattlemen (who liked it) as it did
women (who, upon losing their faculties, retreated to the rafters). Sheepherders,
allegedly members of a lower social stratum, were the only men apt to become
insane on the prairie, but they did not inhabit the rafters because they feared
crazy women.
At the outset it is obvious that the volume is directed at a special audience, particularly boys of all ages who can identify with a bygone era in Texas when herding cattle on horseback was seemingly the only honorable occupation for any
respectable man. For the author the external struggle was achieving the eiusive
status of cowboy. Internally the conflict was the Patterson family trying to break
out of a cycle of poverty. Sometime between the twenty-ninth and thirtieth move
that the Pattersons made, the mother, exasperated by the constant migration,
took her savings earned as a rural telephone operator and retired to a boarding
house in Altrus, Oklahoma. The father, with assistance of the eldest daughter,
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held the family together as they drifted from one job opportunity to the next.
Then, almost haphazardly and without campaign strategy, the father turned to
politics and won election to the office of county judge. Protocol and community
position notwithstanding, Judge Patterson supplemented his public income with
odd jobs, such as freighting and performing marriage ceremonies. Even with this
modest degree of prosperity, the father did not permit his family to alter its
lifestyle. With an occasional flash of wit, the author commented: "If Papa,
naked, had his choice between a $1.98 barrel and a $2.00 suit of clothes, he'd
turn down the suit and go home in the barrel" (p. 202).
Crazy Women in the Rafters is a series of interrelated stories, some more poignant than others, which for the most part are entertaining. The author did not
postulate a lofty thesis, except to proclaim that he had set a world record in
covered-wagon moving (thirty-six relocations). The book's underlying theme is
that the Patterson family~despite poverty, privation, and considerable
migration-never accepted charity. They not only survived, but in the end they
thrived.
Four centuries ago, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado made the Llano Estacado
famous because his explorers endured the hardships of migrating through the
region and lived to write about it. Admittedly the Pattersons in no way compared
themselves to the historic stature of Vasquez de Coronado. In their own time,
however, they achieved the rank of minor folkheroes simply by having the
audacity and determination to reside in an uninviting, inhospitable land.
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THE PIONEER YEARS, 1895-1914: MEMORIES OF SETILERS WHO OPENED THE
WEST. By Barry Broadfoot. Toronto: Doubleday and Company, 1976. Pp. 403.
$12.50.
THIS BOOK, like Walt Whitman's poem, "0 Pioneers!" is a celebration of pioneer
folk for their enduring' spirit and optimism in the face of impossible circumstances. Like its predecessors, it is a random collection of oral reminiscences,
the third in a series beginning with Ten Lost Years, a dust-bowl memoir of
western Canada, and Six War Years, a popular recollection of World War II in
Canada. Pioneer Years is essentially the raw stuff of social history, calculated to
recall a sense of the past rather than offer explanations of its development. In
common with other recent popularizers, Broadfoot the journalist poses as the
anti-historian consciously rejecting dry-as-dust accounts of railways, freight
rates and institutional growth which have preoccupied a previous generation of
Canadian historians. But, in his insistence upon "telling it like it was," he is
.claiming to have rediscovered the wheel of history originally invented by such
pioneer historians as von Ranke, Carlyle, Bancroft and Parkman. As history, it is
a refreshingly naive voyage of discovery, much in the same spirit as the pioneer
experience itself.
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Despite its documentary form, the book conveys a moral in the tradition of its
nineteenth-century forbears, and the reader is confronted with the familiar
polemic of anti-frontierism and Victorian moral uplift. By these lights, the Canadian West was not the wild and woolly' frontier of the United States, but a land of
law and order "where everything proceeded at a measured pace, and what had
to be done was done, with intelligence, reason and diligence." The familiar
forces which peacefully organized and tamed the Canadian frontier are
relentlessly paraded before the reader in full regalia-the Mounties, the Canadian Pacific Railway, the Dominion Land Office, and the ,little white
schoolhouse on the prairie. The occasional villains of the piece are also there,
usually Americans who, as land promoters, whiskey traders and slippery
operators, threatened to disturb the orderly march westward of civilization.
The book is in fact replete with stereotypes. The English remittance man is
roundly portrayed as a sad reminder that old-world aristocracy was ill adapted
to the harsh environment of the northern plains. Token gestures are made to include the ethnic minorities, and gross caricatures are deployed to entertain-the
Chinese cook, the Jewish pedlar, and the illiterate Bohunk, to name a few. The
Indians are scarcely mentioned, and their absence appears less lamented than the
extinction of the buffalo. Such distortions are further compounded by puritanical
anachronisms which present the disconsolate farm wife and the village whore as
the predominant feminine roles in the early west.
In the final analysis, Pioneer Years is an illusion of memory as insubstantial as
the desert-like mirages it creates. Occasionally, it brilliantly recaptures the sensory past so compellingly recalled in Wallace Stegner's Wolf Willow. More often,
it succumbs to the fragmentary perspectives of diminishing memory and the
cranky distortions of old age.
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THE NAVAJOS: A CRITICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY. By Peter Iverson. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1976. $3.95.
THIS BIBLIOGRAPHY is one ina series of similar works sponsored by the Newberry
Library Center for the History of the American Indian. Some of the guides deal
with Indian cultural areas, others treat individual tribes, and still others concern
historical or contemporary issues. All strongly emphasize ethnohistory. Iverson's
work is the fifth published thus far.
Iverson employs a format that is simple and useable. Approximately the first
half of the bibliography is devoted to Iverson's evaluation of the major works
published on the Navajos. His discussion is organized under such headings as
"Basic Texts and Studies," "Bibliographies," "Navajo Accounts and
Documents," etc. The second half of the bibliography consists of an alphabetical
listing of items. Again usability is apparent. At the beginning of the second part,
Iverson recommends five studies for the beginning student and eighteen studies
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needed for a basic library collection. In the general listing of items, asterisks
designate those works suited for secondary school students.
Little criticism is warranted for either the format of the bibliography or Iverson's application of it. One may occa;ionally quibble with his selection of items
or his evaluations, but his treatment indicates clearly that Iverson is a well read
and astute stud~nt of the Navajos. His bibliography will meet the needs of
specialists in their introductory research and more than satisfy the requirements
of general readers.
Purdue University
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THE SPELL OF NEW MEXICO. By Tony Hillerman. Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1976. Pp. \fiii, 105. $5.95.
THE CHARACTERISTICS of a particular environment have an effect upon the life
pattern and responsive attitudes of the residents. Because the lifelong experience
of natives engraves in them ingrained traits, which are accepted by them as a
matter of course, their response, too, adds a distinct human milieu to that of the
physical surroundings.
Together, the landscape and the people create the "Spell of New Mexico," felt
by both' natives and newcomers alike, but with a depth that defies adequate expression by the average participant. It is the newcomer, then, with contrasting
experiences elsewhere, who senses immediately the effect of the change in location. If the newcomers are not overburdened with the labors and worries of subsistence and if they are endowed with keen insight and charming word power,
then from their pens flow artistic and philosophical descriptions that they admit
are still inadequate; yet selections from the writings of several sum up what
many others have long experienced without attempting a definition.
With consummate skill, Tony Hillerman, veteran journalist and author, has
brought together in one small but revealing volume the choice selections of
responses wrought by "The Spell" upon a dozen observers, including himself, all
of whom originally were outsiders, but with time in New Mexico ranging from a
few months to several years. Represented in these selections are Mary Austin,
Oliver La Farge, Conrad Richter, D. H. Lawrence, C. G. Jung, Winfield Townley
Scott, John De Witt McKee, Ernie Pyle, Harvey Fergusson, and Lawrence Clark
Powell.
This reader began marking especially meaningful, condensed, expressive
passages for representa.tive quotations in this review, but soon the list was so
long that this kind of sampling was abandoned. Besides, not brief quotations,
but the full context, needs to be absorbed in order for the full meaning of "The
Spell" to sink in and reveal to the reader what his subconscience has been trying to say to him all along. After a second or third rereading, the book should
be sent to friends elsewhere in order to answer for them, "Why New Mexico?"
New Mexico Highlands University
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